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by the late H. A. Ironside, Litt. D. 


Long Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church 
: Chicago, Illinois 


“For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to 


God by the death of his Son, 


much more, being reconciled, 


we shall be saved by his life.’”—Rom. 5:10. 


It is not the entire verse I am 
thinking of tonight so much as 
the last four words, “saved by His 
life.’ What are we to understand 
by this expression? Certainly the 
verse itself and the entire context 
makes it very plain that it is 
through the death of Christ our 
sins are put away.. It is His pre- 


‘cious atoning blood that cleanses 


us from all sin, thus purging our 
guilty consciences. It is through 
the work of His cross that we 
have peace with God; and yet here 
the apostle declares, “We shall be 
saved by his life.” 


Let us first consider what these 
words do not mean. “Saved by 
his life’’ does not imply that salva- 
tion comes through seeking to imi- 
tate the beautiful, holy life of our 
blessed- Lord: ~Let-me say it seri- 
ously, earnestly, following Jesus 
will not save any one. Often the 
Christless are earnestly exhorted 
to begin the Christian life by tak- 
ing up their cross and endeavor- 
ing to follow Jesus in order that 
they might be saved. But this is 
a travesty of the Gospel. No one 
was ever saved by imitating the 
life of Jesus or attempting to do 


so. His life was an absolutely holy 
life. There was not one thought 
or act that did not have the Fa- 
ther’s approbation. He said with 


(Continued. on page 8) 
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|} that hardly anyone believed 


Prize Winner in Annual 


Sword Evangelistic Sermon Contest 


The Miracle and the 


ystery 


of the New Birth 


By Rev. Walter Hughes, M.B.E., B.A., F.R.G.S. 
“Nine Oaks,” Ilderton, Ontario, Canada 


Author, Bible teacher, Evangelist; Thirteen years pastor of 
Forward Baptist Church, Toronto, Ganada; Army chaplain, 
twice-wounded veteran of two World Wars; Decorated “for 
courageous and outstanding service in N. W. Europe”; Grad- 
uate of Woodstock Baptist College and Mc Master University 


‘Ye MUST be born again.”’—John 3:7. 


Harold Begbie, the author of 
Twice Born Men, Broken Earthen- 
ware, and other books telling the 


1 story of redeemed and_=s trans- 


formed lives, tells the story of 
Doctor Blund. Begbie says that 
Blund, the family physician, was 
one of the most wicked little men 
in the black little town of Bar- 
town, in the Old Country. The 
author says Dr. Blund was so bad 
in 
him any .more in a _ professional 
way except the little browbeaten 
woman who was his wife. Mrs. 
Blund kept faithful and never 
seemed to tire sounding the prais- 
es of her husband. Harold Begbie 
says that Blund spent most of his 
time in the tavern called The 
Angel (it must have been a fallen 
angel), drinking gin and playing 
billiards. 

One day the Vicar, Mr. Rodwell, 
was downtown engaged in conver- 
sation with one of the business- 
men. who was a member of his 
congregation. They were somehow 
aware that someone was running 
down the street, then the preacher 


The Fall of a Preacher \/ 


By Evangelist John R. Rice 


1” 


“And the Lord said, ‘Simon, Simon, behold, Satan hath desired to have 
you that he may sift you as wheat: But I have prayed for thee that thy 
faith fail not: and when thou art converted, strengthen thy brethren. And 
he said unto him, Lord, I am ready to go with thee, both into prison, and 
to death. And he said, I tell thee, Peter, the cock shall not crow this day, 
before that thou shalt thrice deny that thou knowest me.”’—Luke 22 :31-34. 


The Gospels tell in shocking de- 
tail the story of how Peter denied 
the Saviour, cursed and swore and 
quit the ministry. Fifteen verses 
are given to the story in Matthew, 
fifteen in Mark, fifteen in Luke, 
and ten in John. John 21 is given 
to the restoration of Peter to fel- 
lowship and service. It is a sad 
story, but a story full of meaning 
to every Christian. And, bless God, 
it has a good ending! 


I. The Momentous Meaning of 
Peter’s Downfall 


The story of Peter’s sad failure 
is’ told in such detail, with some 
fifty-two verses recounting it, it 
seems obvious that God meant for 
Christians to pay particular at- 
tention to this tragic case. It is 
especially striking that right in 
the midst of the story of the great- 
est tragedy of all time, the trial 
and crucifixion of the Lord Jesus, 
a great space should be given to 
Peter’s lying and cursing and 
denying the Saviour. Consider how 
important then is the inspired 
story of Peter’s downfall. 


1. Peter’s Case Is Not an Isolated, 
Not an Unusual One 

If you have any system of doc- 

trine or theology that ‘counts 

Christians sinless and blameless 

people, then when you read the 


Bible yott had better revise your 
thinking in line’ with revealed 
facts. The fact that Peter sinned, 
that he was untrue, that he was 
cowardly, that he slipped back in- 
to the profane language which 
doubtless he used before he was 
saved, the fact that he in deep dis- 
couragement quit the ministry, 
this does not picture a man differ- 
ent from other men whose lives 
are told in the Bible. Peter was 
not an isolated case of a Christian 
who sinned. His case, we are sad 
to say, was not unusual. 


Noah got drunk and lay naked 
in his tent. Abraham’s faltering 
faith for fifty years kept him un- 
ready to receive the son that God 
had promised. Isaac lied about his 
wife, calling her his sister, follow- 
ing Abraham’s pattern. Lot moved 
into sex-mad Sodom, sold out his 
testimony, ruined his family for 
gain. David committed adultery 
with the wife of his trusting friend 
Uriah, and then murdered the 
friend trying to keep the sin se- 
cret. The Spirit-filled Samson was 
trapped by the wiles of wicked 
Delilah, whom he sinfully loved. 
John Mark was a quitter. Paul 
and Silas quarreled over him and 
broke up their evangelistic party. 
The Christians at Corinth got 


drunk at the Lord’s Supper. One 


of them lived in adultery with his 
stepmother. Peter and Barnabas 
and others at Antioch compromised 
to please the Jews and were 
rebuked by Paul. Paul in jail was 
forsaken by the Christian worker 
Demas, “having loved this present 
world.” 

The story of Christians in the 
Bible is very largely a story of 
failure, SO we cannot say that the 
sin and failure of Peter is an iso- 
lated case. 

Hence we must infer that his 
ease is a solemn warning for 
Christians everywhere. We have 
the same temptations Peter had. 


2. Peter Was the Most Prominent 
Christian Living in the World 
When He Fell! 


It was sad when Peter fell into 
sin, failed Christ, and thus brought 
reproach upon the name of the 
Lord Jesus. But for Peter it 
was worse, perhaps, than for any- 
body else of his day. For Peter 
was “the first” of. the apostles 
(Matt. 10:2). He is the first one 
mentioned in every list of these 
twelve. It was Peter who made 
the great, inspired confession, 
“Thou art the Christ, the son of 
the living God.” Because of God's 
plan for him, and the strength of 


(Continued on page 10) 


eRe Re Soe 
ee 


Quenineens 


felt someone tugging at his elbow. | 4 
He turned to look into the hot|# 
face of Mrs. Blund. She was all | # 
out of breath and excited. When | !* 


she could regain her composure, |} 
“Oh, sir! |} 
I have been all over seeking you. || 
You must come to our house. The |: 
doctor has sent me for you. He is |! 
dying and he wants you to come}: 


She said to the Vicar, 


and talk to him.” 


Now the preacher didn’t like emer 


the task to which he was sum- 


moned. He knew Blund by repu-| # 
tation. He thought the old man'§ 


had been on a binge and it was'| 
probably “the morning after the 


night before’ and he hadn’t had/# 
much experience in dealing with |g 


men like the old doctor. So he, 
made some excuses about: other 


engagements. Mrs. Blund persist- 
ed, so finally Rodwell went along 
reluctantly. 

As he walked he slipped his 
hand in his pocket and was glad 
to discover his prayer book. When 
he arrived at the sick room and 
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Dr. Waiter Hughes 


and the 


Bible 


By Jack Wyrtzen, Director 
Word of Life Fellowship, Box 511, New York 8, New York 


23 short, burning chapters for young people and adults. 


Warning and instruction; 


frank, 


scriptural, reverent, life- 


changing. Here given in six parts. 


INTRODUCTION 
By REV. CHARLES WOODBRIDGE, PH.D. 

Statistics do not lie. Moral de- 
linquency in America is on the 
alarming increase. This is. not 
shallow pessimism. It is. sheer 
realism. Sexual sin is playing 
havoc with the youth of our fair 
land. Are we following the lasciv- 
ious, devastating example of Sod- 
om and Gomorrah? 

Four attitudes are possible in 
this ethical crisis. 

One may cheerfully ignore it 
and spend his time reflecting on 
the rosy aspects of his contempo- 
rary culture. Or he may condone 
it on the ground that youth will 
be youth, and that what our fath- 
ers used to call sin is actually 
psychological maladjustment. Or 
he may recognize it as dangerous 
but adopt spineless, ineffective 
methods to combat it: he may ap- 
point committees, issue innocuous 
manifestos, scold the erring young 
people mildly and piously urge 
them to mend their ways. 

But there is happily a fourth, 
biblical attitude. | 

This is to recognize sin as sin, 
and vice as vice—a stench in the 
nostrils of God; to expose it frank- 
ly and fearlessly; to caution young 


— 


people lovingly and intelligently 
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to beware of its lethal power; and 
to present the everlasting remedy 
in the Gospel of the Son of God. 

This is precisely what Jack 
Wyrtzen does in this volume. 

For twenty years he has been 
mightily used of God in the con- 
version of a multitude of youth. In 
the process he has learned to sym- 
pathize with their heartaches, to 
appreciate their tensions, and to 
understand their needs. 

Jack loves young people; indeed 
he is devoting his life to aiding 
them, And because he loves them 
he covets them for God. He is 
determined, therefore, to. alert 
them to the subtle, enticing, but 
devastating appeal of sexual sin— 
and always against the holy back- 
ground of the Word of God. He 
refuses to sugarcoat the facts or 
varnish the truth. He believes in 
a two-fisted, straight-shooting, 
biblical presentation of stern real- 
ity, and in a clear, convincing,. 
clarion summons to vital faith in 
Jesus Christ. 

This is the biblical answer ‘to 
moral truancy. And this is Jack’s 
changeless message. 

Some will deem this volume un- 
usually frank. But remember: to 
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Notes 


by John R. Rice 


My heart was deeply moved the 
other day when I read Psalm 69: 
20. It is an Old Testament proph- 
ecy of the Lord Jesus on the 
cross, a revelation of the heart 
of God and of the heart of the 
Lord Jesus. For, we must remem- 
ber that He was “the Lamb slain 
from the foundation of the world” 
(Rev. 18:8). So Jesus not only 
knew ahead of time about the 
cross, but He entered into the 
torments of the crucifixion. long 
before He came to earth to be 
born of a virgin and minister and 
die for our sins. 

There in Psalm 69:20 the Lord 
Jesus is. pictured as saying, “Re- 
proach hath broken my heart; and 
I am full of heaviness: and I 
looked for some to take pity, but 
there was none; and for comfort- 
ers, but I found none.” 

Jesus on the cross could Say, 
‘“Reproach hath broken -my heart.” 
And I felt that in some measure 
all of us are called to enter into 
the broken heart of Jesus, as well 
as the reproach of Jesus. 

On the cross Jesus could re- 
member the multitude that once 
followed Him, and then, because 
His standards were so high, His 
demands so severe, many of them 
left Him and followed no more. 
There was a plaintive loneliness in 
the query of Jesus to the disci- 
ples, “Will ye also go away?” And 
now on the cross, Jesus remembers 
that last night the disciples all 
fled in the Garden of Gethsemane. 
Peter has denied Him. It seems 
that there were none to take pity 
and for comforters. 

My soul has gone through deep 
waters in recent years. Once some 
important men of God were. dear 


friends. They believed then as I 
believed then and still believe. 


Then they said amen to my bold 
stand against modernism, and 
against compromise with sin, the 
stand which is expressed on the 
front page of every issue of THE 
SworD OF THE LorRD. But now the 
wind has shifted, and there is a 
different fad for those who shift 
with every wind of doctrine. Now 
it is popular to call people hypo- 
crites, Pharisees, envious, jealous, 
who still stand where all the old- 
time fundamentalists stood, for 
the historic Christian faith and 
against modernism and against 
any compromise With unbelief and 
sin. Oh, the hundreds of bitter, 
accusing, and often slanderous let- 
ters we have received. Shrewd 
propagandists and paid letter wri- 
ters encourage the ignorant and 
the scurrilous to attack. 

And while I can sometimes say, 
like the Lord Jesus said, “Re- 
proach hath broken my heart,” 
my greatest sorrow is that multi- 
plied thousands of young Chris- 
tians, immature ministerial stu- 
dents as well as preachers, have 
been encouraged to put away their 
swords, to make peace at any 
price with the enemies of the Gos- 


pel, to call unconverted men and 
Christ-rejecting men brothers, and 
be ashamed to take a stand for 
the great fundamentals of the 
Christian faith. 


But my soul has been flooded 
in thelast few days with a joy- 
ful recompense. I hope that I will 
more perfectly learn to obey the 
command to “glory in tribula- 
tions.” But at least I can already 
see wonderfully sweet recompens- 
es which God gives to those who 
are true. 

For one thing, in the midst of 
labors which give me scant time 
for the long hours of meditation 
and secret prayer and study I 
need, I am continually rejoicing 
to see the hand of God upon my 
ministry. In recent weeks I have 
seen again and again great com- 
panies of preachers coming for- 
ward to dedicate themselves anew 
to suffer for Christ, to pay God’s 
price for power at any cost. 

The other day after long hours 
of heavy duties and responsibili- 
ties I dreaded to go to the pulpit 
with only a half hour alone with 
God for preparation, But there was 
such sweet evidence of a breath 
of Heaven upon me, such a mov- 
ing of God’s Spirit upon the hearts 
of the hearers, that as I went 
home late at night to my easy 
chair, I could only thank God that 
the fountain still flows! The liter- 


al living water within me has not. 


dried up. 

Recently I talked to the Lord 
in deep concern, because I have 
so little time to seek out lost 
people. And the dear Lord seemed 
to answer the cry of my heart in 
a number of remarkable experi- 
ences. First, three weeks ago to- 
day a man called me long dis- 
tance wanting to know how to be 
saved. “I thought it took a long 
period of agonizing and waiting 
on God to get saved,” he said. But 
when he saw how simple and easy 
it was from the Scriptures I quot- 
ed him over the telephone, he 
said, “Well, if it means I should 
just turn to Christ and trust Him 
as my Saviour and receive Him 
into my heart, I will do that right 
now!”’ | 

Then at Durham, North Caro- 
lina, there was a bright-faced ten- 
year-old boy, the son of a preach- 
er, in the fifth grade and very in- 
telligently eager to be saved. At 
Jacksonville, I felt “strangely 
pressed to leave the crowded 
church quickly by a side door, and 
so to meet the crowd as they left 
by the front door. And here was a 
woman with tears, so ready to 
take Christ as Saviour, and there 
she did with joy! 

There were others at West Palm 
Beach. And this morning a man 
in his forties came to the office 
to see me and here at my desk 
he trusted the Saviour. “I have 
tried and tried to find peace of 
mind, and I could not find it any 
other way,” he said. So he came 
to be saved. 

Then to comfort my heart there 
has been a wonderful response 
from our weekly radio broadcast 
across the nation. Thank God for 
these letters. Thank God for some 
who earnestly plead with us to 
pray and who want help to be 


| saved. 
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The reproach of Christ is not 
bad, and the broken heart is not 
bad, as long as the dear Lord is 
with us in daily joy and power. 


Oh, yes, and this morning came 
a letter from a man so serious- 
ly concerned about our stand for 
the faith. He tells me of his earn- 
est prayer that God will give me 
grace to be faithful. And he en- 
closed the largest check we have 
ever received for the Lord’s work! 
The good hand of God is upon us 
and we thank Him and take cour- 
age. 


Those Remarkable Prize- 
Winning Sermons! 

Where else could you find so 
many great Bible sermons as in 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD? I am re- 
joicing in the privilege of pub- 
lishing the evangelistic sermons 
which won awards totaling $1,600 
in our sermon contest which closed 
December 1. That was not chance. 
It was no gamble. Honest, noble 
men of God with great labor and 
prayer and study wrote out ser- 
mons to win souls to Christ. We 
were glad to award them the 
prizes they earned. It is God’s plan 
“that they which preach the gospel 
should live of the gospel.” And 
so we are delighting in these great 
sermons, one each week in THE 
SWORD OF THE LORD. 


Are You Reading Jack Wyrt- 
zen’s Articles “Sex 
and the Bible”? 


Surely parents, teachers, pas- 
tors, and youth leaders every- 
where will rejoice in the fine work 
done by Jack Wyrtzen in these 
articles on “Sex and the Bible,” 
now being published serially in 
THE SworpD. Please be sure to see 
that the young people read these 
articles. They set standards that 
are needed, They reprove sin. They 
show what is wrong with petting 
and the movies and with the oth- 
er temptations of which young 
people need to beware. 


How the family would miss the 
special features in THE SWORD. 
There is the “Kids Korner,” by 
Aunt Joy; there are the answers 
to Bible questions, the reports on 
revivals, the Bible teaching, the 
sermons by great men of the past. 

And I hope that everyone will 
read the sermon on “The Fall and 
R@storation of Peter.” In the midst 
of heavy burdens, speaking several 
times a day, God helped me to do 
the study and labor of getting this 
message in print. Now may He use 
it to thousands of hearts! 


Puzzle Fans, We Need 
Your Help! 

The crossword puzzles. on 
“Great Chapters of the Bible” are 
proving of tremendous interest. 
Nearly three thousand people have 
sent in completed crossword puz- 
Zles for the first issue of THE 
SwWorD this year! We try to give 
an important, helpful pamphlet 
for every puzzle correctly worked 
and sent in on time each week. 

If you have not tried working 
one of these Bible crossword puz- 
zles on “Great Chapters of the Bi- 
ble,” will you not take the time 
to work one of them for me, 
see if you do not find it a blessing 
to refresh your mind on Bible 
truth? Some have written that 
last: year they learned more about 
the Bible by working these cross- 
word puzzles than they had ever 
known before. We _ know that 
these puzzles are blessing thou- 
sands. Will you try them too? 

But there is great expense to 
us involved and we trust all who 
are blessed will pray about that 
expense. Many sent in dimes from 
time to time last year. Still we 
showed a loss of over $6,000 on 
the puzzles alone last year, and 
that did not count nearly six hun- 
dred Bibles which we are sending 
as prizes for those who completed 
the required number of puzzles 
correctly to get the gift Bible. 

Again this year we feel sure 
that these Bible puzzles which are 
blessing so many will cost us over 
$12,000. I shall be deeply grateful 
if those who are blessed and feel 
led to do so will send a special of- 
fering to help take care of the puz- 
zles. And those of you who cannot 
send more may like to put a dime 
in the envelope when you return 
your puzzle to help on the ex- 
penses, the pamphlets we send and 
the Bibles and the office help 
used, 


Will You Be a SWORD 
Subscription Partner? 
Hundreds of people in the last 
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We're Not Crazy! 
It Just Looks That Way! 


A woman sat in a paychiatrist’s waiting room. On top of her 
head was a fried egg and over each ear was draped a strip of bacon, 


well done. 


“And what can I do for you?” inquired the psychiatrist as the 


receptionist showed the lady into 
his office. 

“Oh, nothing—there’s nothing 
wrong with me,” she quickly re- 
plied. “I’m here to see you about 
my brother”! . 


If that woman was sane, she 
had a good deal of explaining to 
do! But we can explain why it 1s 
that we are offering one-third off 
and more in a big sale of most of 
our books, and some other popular 
titles. Now when living costs are 
rising everywhere, we offer books 
at these low prices. But here is why. 

1. We really want to get out 
the Gospel, the Bible teaching, the 
life-changing messages in_ these 
books. We are not in the book 
business to make money, but to do 
good. This nonprofit Christian 
corporation, Sword of the Lord 
Foundation, cuts off all the profit 
so our readers can stock up on 
some of the most helpful, inspir- 
ing Christian literature. 


2. It is well known among book 
publishers that more than half of 
the book business for the year takes 
place in the three months just be- 
fore Christmas. But we have the 
books, we have the workers whom 
we must keep busy, and we want 
to do as much good in the first 
quarter of the year as the last 
quarter. So while department 


stores have their ‘‘white sales’; 
while some other stores have their 
“inventory sales’; while clothing 
companies cut winter suits and 
coats to half price, we come up 
with a tremendous Book Sale. 


Right now, look over the list, 
choose from this big selection and 
get your order in the mail. -<Some 
titles are limited, and we do not 
wish to disappoint you. We are 
expecting a tremendous landslide in 
sales during this great, great book 
offer. 

Viola Walden 
for Retail Department 


year have accepted some quota to 
secure a club of subscriptions to 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD and they 
have turned in thousands of paid 
subscriptions. 


If you will set out to get a club 
of subscriptions, 10 or 20 or 50 or 
100 (any number from 10 up), you 
may get these subscriptions in the 
United States at a special rock- 
bottom club rate of $2 a year. 

To get these subscriptions. you 
might have a “Sword Sunday” in 
your church or Sunday School 
class or young people’s: meetings. 
Show samples of THE SWORD OF 
THE LORD, pass out subscription 
envelopes, have some one take 
them up then with names and ad- 
dresses and the money enclosed. 
Then send these subscriptions in- 


-to THE SWORD OF THE LORD. 


One brother simply goes to his 
friends and says, “If you will pay 
$1 on a yearly subscription to THE 
SWORD OF THE LORD, I will pay the 
balance of the subscription be- 
cause I want you to have this 
Christian paper, America’s fore- 
most revival weekly.” He has been 
able to get hundreds of subscrip- 
tions and has given generously 
from his own money 
name, to help others get started 
reading THE:»SWORD OF THE LORD. 

If you wish sample copies of 
THE SWORD OF THE LorRD to show 
your friends, you may hawe them. 

If you will write and say, “I 
will undertake to get sub- 
scriptions (ten or more) to THE 
SWORD OF THE LORD at the special 
rock-bottom club rate of $2 a year, 
and turn them in within the next 
three months,” we will put your 
name on a card, and then you may 
send-subscriptions at this special 
rate. You will understand these 
subscriptions are for cash, with 
no premiums, no commission. You 
are simply helping us get out the 
Gospel and helping others to have 
the best Christian reading avail- 
able, and doing it all for Jesus’ 
sake. Will you be a subscription 
partner for THE SWORD OF THE 
LORD? 


Pastors and Church Leaders 
Should Have “Sword 
Sunday” Soon 


If you wish to have a “Sword 
Sunday” in your church, write us 
a letter telling us: (1.) How many 
sample copies of THE SWworp you 
will guarantee to use if we send 
them free, (2.) Ask for subscrip- 
tion envelopes that are marked 
at the special club rate. (3.) Prom- 
ise that the pastor or some re- 
sponsible Christian will give a 
three to five minute talk about 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD, explain- 


in Jesus’ + 


ing the features, passing out sam- 
ple copies, etc. (4.) And see that 
somebody takes up the subscrip- 
tions there and sends them in toa 
us. 

Address THE SWORD OF THE 
LorD, Box 420, Wheaton, Illinois. 

Here is a good chance to take 
your stand with us and with 
Christ for the fundamentals of 
the faith and for soul winning. 
Have a Sword Sunday in your 
church or adult Sunday School 
class or women’s meeting or young 
people’s society soon! 


Help Us Make 1959 a Year of 
Triumph for THE SWORD 


The other day Vice-President 
Walt Handford and Circulation 
Manager Jim Culberson came to 
my office with names of a good 
many preachers and Christian 
workers who ought to receive THE 
SWORD OF THE LorpD through the 
Ministers and Missionary Sub- 
scription Gift Fund. Because that 
fund is overdrawn just now, we 
felt we must delay sending sub- 
scriptions to some of these peo- 
ple. They need THE SworpD OF THE 
LorD. Some of them cannot pay. 
Others would pay after they got 
acquainted with the blessings of 
THE SWORD OF THE Lorp. But they 
must wait because there is na 
money to send them THE SWORD 
just now. 


,.. We need thousands of dollars to 


to. national _ pastors 
countries, to ministerial students, 
to prisons, to retired preachers,, 
and to others, I pray and I hope 
the readersgwill join me in prayer 
that God Will help us this year 
to have tens of thousands of dol- 
lars for the Ministers and Mis- 
sionary Subscription Gift Fund. 
And I will do all I can, using. 
royalty on my books, several thou- 
sand dollars a year, for this pur- 
pose. Others who are likewise bur- 
dened will help as largely as they 
can, I feel sure. 

The radio expense will require 
some $50,000 in this year, perhaps 
more, And there is a deep burden 
on my heart to pay off the, last 
long-term loan and to have our 
own capital to run the Sword of 
the Lord, and some reserve for 
emergencies. It is true that our 
property is all paid for and clear, 
but we would like to pay off all 
these long-term loans. We pray 
that God will help us this year to 
pay off many thousands of dol- 
lars of these. 

Someone reads this who should 
put the Sword of the Lord in his 
will. Someone else could honor the 


(Continued on page 10) 
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Page Three 


Grandpa Jenkins Goes Home 


Grandpa Jenkins loved chil- 
dren, and he especially loved Patsy 
and Gloria because they were his 
very own grandchildren.. Patsy 
and Gloria loved Grandpa because 
he was their very own grandpa, 
and also because he told them 
such wonderful stories. When he 
came to visit them he would al- 
ways tell them a story just before 
they went to bed; and the stories 
he told were the very best stories 
that there ever were. Patsy and 
Gloria knew they were, because of 
course Grandpa’s stories were bet- 
ter than the stories in the books 
they had. 


Patsy and Gloria had been ex- 
cited all day because Grandpa was 
going to visit them again that 
night. They were going with Dad- 
dy after supper to the train depot. 
The big train from the East 
would come in at 6:10. There 
would be Grandpa getting off just 
as he always did, with his cane 
and his smile and his bag. Patsy 
and Gloria couldn’t seem to eat 
very much supper, and _ finally 
Daddy said, “All right, girls, get 
in the car and let’s go down and 
find Grandpa Jenkins.” Mother 
waved good-by to them and stayed 
at home to take care of the baby. 


Away they went to the depot. 
Exactly at ten minutes after six 
by Daddy’s wrist watch, the cross- 
ing bell began to ring and they 
heard the train coming. A few 
moments later it whistled around 
the curve in the track. It was a 
big, long, yellow train. In a few 
moments the train had come to a 
stop and people began to get off. 
Sure enough, there was Grandpa 
coming down the steps with his 
cane, his bag and his smile. Patsy 
and Gloria rushed over to meet 
him and almost knocked him off 
his feet because they were so 
glad to see him. Father came and 
took Grandpa’s bag, and they all 
went back to the car with every- 
one happily talking all at once. 


As soon as Grandpa got home 
and had kissed Mother and talked 
a little while, he said he would 
like to go to bed because he was 
very tired. “Oh,” said Patsy and 
Gloria both at once, “aren’t you 
going to tell us a story?” 

“Well, well!” said Grandpa; “I 
had better tell you a story before 
I go to bed.” 


Patsy said, “If you are _ tired, 
perhaps you would rather not tell 
us a story tonight. Could you tell 
us a story in the morning instead, 
right after breakfast?” 


“Now,” said Grandfather, “may- 
be that would be a good idea. I 
am pretty tired tonight-and if you 
little girls will let me do it that 
way, I’ll tell you a story the first 
thing after breakfast in the morn- 
ing; and then of course the regular 
one tomorrow night after supper.” 

“Oh, goody, goody!” said the 
two little girls, dancing around. 
“‘We’ll have two stories in one day 
that way.” 

Grandpa smiled and said good 
night to everyone and went off to 
bed. Pretty soon it was time for 
Patsy and Gloria to come in from 
swinging in the yard and to go to 
bed, too. 

When Patsy and Gloria woke up 
next morning at seven o'clock, 
they dressed and ran down to the 
kitchen to see if Grandpa was 
waiting for them. Mother and 
Daddy were in the kitchen, but 
Grandpa wasn’t there. Mother and 
Daddy weren’t smiling and they 
could tell that Mother had been 
crying. 

“Where’s Grandpa?” Patsy and 
Gloria wanted to know. “Isn’t he 
up yet? We are ready for our 
story.” 

Mother said, “Come here, girls, 
and let me talk to you for a little 
while.’ Patsy and Gloria went 
over and stood by their mother. 


“Children,” said Mother, “Grandpa 


‘body, and the bodies of all the 


isn’t here. The angels came last 
night and took Grandpa to Heaven 
to be with Jesus.” 


Patsy and Gloria were very 
much surprised. ‘Will he be gone 
very long?” they asked. “He was 
going to tell us a story this morn- 
ing and another one tonight.” 


Mother smiled just a little bit. 
“Grandpa is going to stay with 
Jesus,” she said. ‘We shall miss 
him here, but he was very glad 
that it was time for him to go. 
During the night he called me 
and said that he was quite sure he 
was going to die. He told me how 
much he loved the Lord Jesus and 
how niuch Jesus had done for him 
all his life; and pretty soon he 
went to sleep. While he was 
asleep the angels came for him 
and took him away.” 

“Did you see the angels?” Gloria 
wanted to know. “Did it take 
two of them to carry him?’” 

“No,” said Father, “Grandpa’s 
body is still up in his. bedroom 
where he went to bed last night. 
The angels came to get his spirit. 
The real Grandpa is with Jesus, 
while his old body, that he doesn’t 
need any more, is left behind.” 

Father took Patsy and Gloria up 
to Grandpa’s room and they could 
see what seemed like Grandpa 
asleep, but it wasn’t Grandpa at 
all. It was just Grandpa’s body. 
Grandpa had gohe up to Heaven. 
Father explained that pretty soon 
a long black car would come and 
take Grandpa’s body where they 
would take care of it ‘until the 
funeral. 

“What is a funeral?” the chil- 
dren questioned. 

“The funeral is the meeting 
Grandpa’s friends and loved ones 
will come to at the church. The 
pastor will talk about Grandpa 
and how he loved Jesus, and how 
he is in Heaven with Jesus now. 
Then they will take Grandpa’s 
body out to the cemetery and bury 
it in the ground and leave it there. 
Some day when Jesus comes back 
for all His own people, Grandpa’s 


other Christians who have died, 
will rise. Grandpa doesn’t need 
his body now, but Jesus wants him 
to have it again later on. Only 
then it will be a different kind of 
body and it will never be sick and 
never die.” 

“I’m sorry that Grandpa has 
sone away,’ said Patsy, “but I’m 
glad that he is with Jesus.” 

“Yes,”’ said Gloria, “I am glad 
and sorry at the game time. I 
think most of all I am glad be- 
cause Grandpa is so happy now, 
and he isn’t tired any more.” 

* a * 


TO THINK ABOUT: 


1. What were two reasons why 
Patsy and Gloria loved to have 
Grandpa visit them? 

2. Why didn’t Grandpa tell them 
a story in the morning? 

3. Where was Grandpa? 

(Story used by permission. From 
STORIES FOR THE CHILDREN’S HOUR 
by Kenneth N. Taylor, Moody Press, Chi- 


cago 10, Illinois. Clothbound edition, $2.75; 
paper, 79c.) 


a 


With Jesus 


A little girl, whose baby brother 
had just died, asked her mother 
where the baby had gone. The 
mother replied, “He has gone to 
be with Jesus.” 

A few days later the 3 
was talking with a frien The 
little girl heard her mefther say, 
“T am so grieved to have lost my 
baby.” 

Remembering what her mother 
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One may be better than his 
reputation, but never better 
than his principles. 


—Anonymous 
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By 
Evangelist Robert L. Sumner 
Contributing Editor 


Look Who’s Talking! 

It was no one less than Soviet 
Premier Khrushchev himself, a 
man who admittedly has gained 
considerable reputation as a tip- 
pler at diplomatie functions, who 
announced a Russian plan _ for 
cracking down on drunks and 
moonshiners. He told a recent as- 
sembly of farmers, “‘We must pro- 
claim the sternest struggle against 
drunkenness and put an end to 
this evil. Drunkenness is anti- 
social and profoundly alien to our 
order and times....Drunkenness 
saps man’s health. The drunkard 
disfigures family life and damages 
society.” However, Khrushchev 
made it plain that he wanted no 
part of prohibition. 

A few days after the premier’s 
speech, a prominent Soviet physi- 
cian, Dr. S. Gurevich, advised the 
Reds on how to reach.a ripe old age 
“without decrepitude or senility.” 
Among other rules, the party 
newspaper, Pravda, reported him 
as insisting that the “pernicious”’ 
habits of drinking and smoking 
must be abandoned completely as 
“an essential condition of success 
in the fight against premature old 
age,” 

All of which proves that even 
the Russians can tell the truth 
when they want to! 

* 4 


+ * 


Hollywood Happenings 
Recent events in the movie cap- 
ital—both off and on the screen— 
indicate that Satan is in control 
just as much as he ever was. Ac- 
tress Terry Moore is shedding her 
second husband by “mutual con- 


had told her, the little girl asked, 
“Mother, is something lost when 
you know where it is? You told 
me that baby brother had gone to 
be with Jesus!” 

The mother never forgot what 
her little girl said. Her sorrow 
was lessened as she remembered 
that baby brother had gone to be 
with Jesus. 

(From the book, 1001 STORIES FOR 
CHILDREN AND CHILDREN’S WORK- 


ERS, by Alice M. Knight, Eerdmans Pub- 
lishing Company. Used by permission.) 


Those were sweet _ stories, 
weren’t they, nieces and nephews? 
You know, there are some grown- 
ups who don’t like to think about 
death at all. To them, death is 
something horrible and something 
to be afraid of. They don’t like 
to be reminded that someday, un- 
less the Lord Jesus comes back 
first, their bodies will die and they 
will go to meet God. 

I used those stories in “Kids 
Korner” this week because I want- 
ed you boys and girls to learn this 
wonderful truth. For a child of 
God, one who has trusted Christ 
as Saviour, death is not bad. It is 
not something: to be afraid of. The 
very instant a Christian dies, that 
instant his spirit, the real part of 
him, goes to be with Jesus. 

You see, Jesus has won the bat- 
tle over death. Wicked men nailed 
Him to a cross and He died there 
to pay for our sins...but He 
didn’t stay dead! After three days 
and nights He arose and con- 
quered death forever. He proved 
once and for all that every Chris- 
tian would some day rise from the 
dead with a new body, never again 
to be ‘sick or tired. 

Most of us will probably have 
or have had someone we love go 
to Heaven like Grandpa Jenkins. 
We will be sad, of course, and we 


vil miss them. But if they were 


Christians, then we should rejoice 
that they are in Heaven with Je- 
sus and very happy. 

Try to memorize what Jesus 
said to Martha, who was very sad 
because her brother Lazarus had 
died, 


MEMORY WORK: “Jesus said 
unto her, I am the resurrection, 
and the life: he that believeth in 
me, though he were dead, yet shall 
he live: And whosoever liveth and 
believeth in me _ shall never 
die...” (John 11:25, 26). | 


sent.” They have promised pub- 
licly to always “admire and re- 
spect each other greatly” ... An- 
other of Bing Crosby’s sons, each 
of whom seem intent on racing 
one another down the road of al- 
coholism traveled previously by 
their famous father, got into trou- 
ble with the law. This time it was 
Lindsay—a mere lad not legally 
old enough to drink—who pleaded 
guilty to a charge of drunk driving 
and was fined $263 in a Santa 
Monica court. He hit a parked 
ear... Attorney Jerry Giesler, 
noted principally for getting Hol- 
lywooddites off the hook with the 
law, saw his own 21-year-old son 
serve five days in jail and pay a 
$300 fine for drunk driving .. . 
Commedian Martha Raye married 
her sixth hushand (a man she 
wooed away from his wife, who 
in turn filed suit for alienation of 
affection) in New Jersey and in- 
sisted, as usual, “This is it!’ 
Famous actress Joan Crawford 
was matron of honor—if there 
could be any “honor” associated 
with that type travesty of mar- 
riage... Bandleader Artie Shaw’s 
seventh wife, actress Doris Dow- 
ling, has sued him for divorce, al- 
lowing him to line up number 
eight... Cary Grant decided to di- 
vorce his wife and his studio's 
happy bosses are gloating that the 
attending publicity will add 
$2,000,000 to the take of his current 
film...In like manner, the rotten 
Liz ‘Taylor—Eddie Fisher—Debbie 
Reynolds affair has apparently 
boosted the stock of all three per- 
formers. At the same time, the son 
of the immoral Miss Taylor’s last 
husband said she was “unlikely 
to make a mistake’ since his 
father had taught her ‘“‘self-hon- 
esty.”” Miss Taylor, whom Holly- 
wood boasts is their most beauti- 
ful and who has just been named 
second greatest money-making 
movie star by the nation’s motion 
picture theater operators, contin- 
ues in her apparent role of trying 
to prove to our American girls 
that wroéngdoing pays off hand- 
somely! She will probably be voted 
Hollywood’s “best actress” of 
1958! 

In the picture producing de- 
partment, United Artists is fight- 
ing with the industry’s purity (?) 
code over advertising for their 
movie, “Anna Lueasta.” The ads 
are so offensive that newspapers 
refuse to print them and the 
Johnston Office has threatened to 
withdraw their seal. United Ar- 
tists is basing their defense on 
the fact that “the company should 
be permitted to tell the public 
what the story is all about,’ mean- 
ing that the film is just as filthy 
as the ads imply. Evidently the 
Johnston Office feels that no one 
should know how bad the picture 
is going to be until he has paid 
his money and gone inside the 
theater! 

“Lady Chatterley’s Lover” is an- 
other film around which a con- 
troversy is raging. According to 
Arnold Hiyseh, a film writer 
whose review appeared in The De- 
troit Times, the picture deals with 
“the adulterous romance of an 
English noblewoman and her hus- 


band’s gamekeeper.”’ The comment 
of Hirsch was: “From this writer's 
viewpoint, the film is no worse 
than any current foreign film in 
its treatment of sex, This is a 
fine motion picture.” 

Another reviewer described an- 
other film, “A Certain Smile,” as 
“a somewhat tawdry drama of il- 
licit love.’ Then the reviewer 
made the observation we are try- 
ing to emphasize in today’s col- 
umn: ‘“‘Perhaps it is old-fashioned 
to remark about the extreme 
amount of attention which is paid 
to this type of thing in most of 
our media of entertainment and 
wonder if it’s really necessary.” I 
think not! 

Still another noted filmland 
columnist, Vernon Scott, recently 
reported that “‘stripteaser Lili St. 
Cyr made movieland history this 
week when she appeared in a 
scene for a new picture in the 
altogether—that is, absolutely 
nude.” He went on to explain, 
“With the influx of Brigitte Bar- 
dot films from France, nudity has 
become increasingly popular with 
movie-makers. Hollywood, too, has 
relaxed its restrictions on expans- 
es of epidermis ... .’ Scott de- 
scribed the filming of the scene, 
saying that when it was over, 
“the crew broke into cheers and 
whistles. Lili, not the least em- 
barrassed, smiled proudly and exe- 
cuted a curtsy.” But, then, I sup- 
pose we should not expect a wom- 
an who has beén married to as 
many men as has Miss St. Cyr to 
have any modesty remaining. 

Apparently ‘“killum” is riding 
just as high in today’s movies as 
‘“kissum.”’ A review in the Kansas 
City Star of the film, ‘The Bad- 
landers,” starring Alan Ladd and 
Ernest Borgnine, calls attention to 
how that movie glamorizes law- 
lessness and crime. After telling 
how the “heroes” pull off a big 
$200,000 robbery, the reviewer 
notes that “the heroines—Katy 
Jurado and Claire Kelly—are cast 
as anything but ‘wholesome’ from 
a moral standpoint.” According to 
the review, “Ladd has an ingenious 
plan for looting a mine, originally 
owned by Borgnine and selling 
the gold ore to the present owner 


who in turn plans to double- 
cross his wife and run off with a 
mistress, played by Miss Kelly. 


Borgnine, in the meantime, has 
fallen in love with a rather pro- 
miscuous Mexican beauty, -por- 
trayed by Miss Jurado.... Thanks 
to some fast work, a little luck 
and the celebration of a Mexican 
holiday, Ladd pulls off the theft, 
shoots out of a double-cross, kills 
a deputy marshal, steals the vil- 
lian’s girl friend and still makes 
the out-going stage by the ap- 
pointed hour.” The apparent mor- 
al: Crime pays and pays and pays! 

Yes, obviously, movieland and 
movies are worse than ever! 

& * ok 

Evangelist Sumner can be seen and heard: 


Thru March 1: 
Riverdale Baptist Church 
3202 Flushing Road 
Flint, Michigan 

March 8-22: 


Berean Baptist Church 
Grand Rapids, Michigan 


Hundreds of graduates of Bob 
Jones University have gone out as 


missionaries to many foreign 
fields. The overwhelming majority 
of these missionaries are standing 
without compromise for the “old- 
time religion” and the’ absolute 
authority of the Bible. I some- 
times think that in America we 
face problems of compromise that 
foreign missionaries do not have 
to face; but they face the same 
problems we face here. Jesus said, 
“He that is not with me is against 
me,’ and He made it clear that 
unless we believe right, we will die 
in our sins, 

Now, if you are interested in the 
uncompromising, old-time, ortho- 
dox emphasis of Bob Jones Uni-/ 
versity and the evangelistic em- 
phasis it is giving in many parts 
of the world; and if you are inter- 
ested in its practical philosophy— 


‘|that life is not divided into the 


secular and the sacred but that 
every Christian consecrated to 
God and in the place God put him 
has a sacred position—we would 
like to have you do three things 
for the school: First, pray earn- 
estly and daily for Bob Jones Uni- 
versity. Pray especially for Bob, 
Jr., the president of the Univers- 
ity, as he discharges his great re- 
sponsibilities not only as president . 
of the University but as an evan- 
gelist ministering in many parts 
of the world. Second, please also 
keep your eyes open for the right 
kind of students so we can train 
the right kind of Christian leaders, 
because that is the need for this 
day. Third, please invest some of 
the Lord’s money in the work. 
Thank you, and God bless you. 
BOB JONES, FOUNDER 
BOB JONES UNIVERSITY 
GREENVILLE, S.C. 
(Advertisement) “as 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Friday, February 20, 1959 


Racial Intermarriage: 


Is It to Be Encouraged? 


By the Editor 


December 30, 1958 


Dear Mr. H 


Thank you for your letter which 
we received December 22. - 


I am glad to answer your ques- 
tions the best I can concerning 
Moses’ Ethiopian wife and your 
question about whether the Bible 
favors “racial intermarriage or 
having Negroes in white church- 
es.” 


1. Moses’ Ethiopian Wife May 
Not Have Been a Negro 


Numbers 12:1 says, “And Mir- 
iam and Aaron spake against Moses 
because of the Ethiopian woman 
whom he had married: for he had 
married an. Ethiopian woman.” 
But the word “Ethiopian” simply 
means a descendant of Cush, and 
has no reference to the Negro race 
as such. 


On the other hand it seems pret- 
ty sure that she was not a Negro, 
but that she was Zipporah, the 
daughter of the priest of Midian, 
in the land of Midian, as you see 
from Exodus 2:15, 16, 21. The 
father-in-law’s name was Jethro 
(Exod, 3:1). 


Now if Zipporah, Moses’ wife, 
was a Midianite, it could mean 
that she was descended from Mid- 
jan, the son of Abraham by his 
last wife Keturah (Gen. 25:2-4). 
In that case she was not really 
a descendant of Cush, not really 
an Ethiopian, but was of Semitic 
race. Or it may be that since she 
lived in the land of Midian, she 
might have been an Ethiopian or 
Cushite descended from Ham, by 
race, though living in the land of 
Midian. We do not know. 

The International Standard Bi- 
ble Encylopedia, however, gives 
the most prominent view that 
“Moses’ Midianitish wife, who is 
here called ‘the Cushite,’ either 
in scorn of. her dark complexion 
(c.f. Jer. 13:23) and _= foreign 
origin (so most older exegetes) 
. .”’ So the woman may have 
been of Semitic race, descended 
from Abraham, but not through 
Isaac and Jacob,’ and they may 
have called her “an Ethiopian” as 
the Jews, after four hundred years 
in Egypt, might call any foreigner 
not a Jew. Or she may really have 
been a descendant of Ham, a 
Cushite, but not black. Or she 
may have been black. But the Bi- 
ble- does not. say. 


2. Aaron’s and Miriam’s Re- 
bellion Was Against Moses’ 
Leadership, and So 
Against God 

However, the rebellion of Mir- 
iam and Aaron was wrong and 
God was against it altogether 
apart from the matter of who 
Moses married. In Numbers 12, 
God says nothing in favor of 
Moses’ marriage. It is true that 
Miriam and Aaron were against 
the Ethiopian woman Moses mar+ 
ried, but their sin was that they 
sought: to displace Moses’ leader- 
ship and to seize the leadership 
themselves. “And they said, Hath 
the Lord indeed spoken only by 
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Moses? hath he not spoken also 


by us?” Actually Aaron and Mir-. 


iam rebelled against God, and God 
punished them for that sin with- 
out making any issue of the 
Ethiopian woman, 


3. Moses Did Wrong if He 
Married a Negro, According 
to Many Scriptures 

On the other hand, it is very 
clear from many Scriptures that 
Moses was not following’ the 
teachings of God in his marriage, 
and that God did not especially 
approve his marriage to. the 
Ethiopian woman. 


Consider that Abraham would 
not allow his son Isaac to marry 
anyone but one of the chosen fam- 
ily, and -so he sent his servant 
back to obtain a bride for Isaac. 


Remember that Isaac and Re- 
bekah insisted that. Jacob go back 
to marry a daughter of Laban, Re- 
bekah’s brother, instead of marry- 
ing one of the heathen women 
around. 


And so in Deuteronomy 7:3, 
the children of Israel were plain- 
ly commanded about the heathen 
races about them: “Neither shalt 
thou make marriages with them; 
thy daughter thou shalt not give 
unto his son, nor his daughter 
shalt thou take unto thy son,” 

Intermarriage with people of 
other nations was expressly for- 
bidden to the Jews also in Joshua 
23:12 and 13. See also Ezra 9:10, 
and Nehemiah 13:23. 


With these Scriptures in mind 
we can be certain that God was 
not teaching the Jews it was right 
for Moses to marry an Ethiopian 
woman, and if Moses did so, he 
either’ did it against the will of 
God or he did it before the will 
of God was clearly made_ known 
as it afterward was in the Scrip- 
tures. 

There is no evidence and nobody 


knows. whether Simeon, who 
helped to ordain Paul, was a 
Negro or not. That is. purely 


guesswork. And if he helped to 
ordain Paul, that would have 
nothing to do with intermarriage. 


4. The Question of Racial In- 
termarriage Is Not a Question 
of Christian Love and 
Kindness 


I think it is clear, from the 
sense of all the Scriptures, that 
Christians should love other Chris- 
tians no matter what their race, 
and try to win souls among lost 
sinners of every race. In this mat- 
ter, it seems that the socialists 
and communists and paid repre- 
sentatives of the NAACP wholly 
miss the point of the segregation- 
ists. Southern people as a whole 
are kinder to colored people than 
Northern people who favor inte- 
gration. There are some wicked 
people who oppress Negroes when 
they have a chance just like there 
are wicked people who oppress 
others when they have a chance. 
But there has been more violence, 
more crime, more oppression in 
the one matter of the Kohler 
strike in Milwaukee than there 
has been against colored people in 
all the South in the same period 
of time. There is more oppression, 
more crime, more unchristian be- 
havior and attitudes in the labor 
union movement and in their vio- 
‘ence, their bombings, their de- 
struction of property, their beat- 
ing of people who want to work 
for a living than has ever oc- 
curred in like period of time to 
Negroes.in the South by white 
oeople. 

The question is not as to wheth- 
or We should love Negroes, wheth- 
er we should recognize saved 
Negroes as Christians or not. The 
question is whether it is wise for 
yeople who are so utterly differ- 
ent in background, and where the 
marriage would most certainly 
2nd in unhappiness for everybody 
»oncerned—-whether such _ people 
should intermarry. And intelligent 
xeople, saved and lost, educators, 
ysychologists, and Christian lead- 
ers all agree that the intermar- 


=~} Evangelists 


REPORTS FROM AMERICA'S OUTSTANDING SOUL Wiener: 


(NOTE: We are happy to publish honest 
reports of blessed revivals from trustworthy 
evangelists and churches. Please give 
exact statistics, as far as possible, con- 
cerning conversions, rededication, additions, 
etc. We especially appreciate reports from 
pastors and chairmen of union campaigns.) 


The Central Baptist Church of 
Panama City, Florida, recently 
enjoyed a week of revival. bless- 
ing on the opening of a new 
auditorium. A 35-acre airport has 
been purchased by the church 
right in town, and the big hangar 
has been converted into a _ taber- 
nacle-auditorium. Evangelist Fred 
Brown spoke the first night in the 
new building, followed by Dr. Lee 
Roberson, Dr. E. C. Sheehan, and 
Rev. Robert Taylor. R. Gene 
Payne of Byron, _ Georgia, also 
spoke and led the music for the 
week. Crowds were good, some 
souls were saved, and there were 
many fresh dedications on _ the 
part of God’s people, reports the 
pastor, Rev. Hugh F. Pyle. 


* * * 


In a 12-day period, the Norton 
Baptist Church, Barberton, Ohio, 
saw a great spiritual awakening 
led by EVANGELIST J. OSCAR 
WELLS (Box 417, Bethany, Okla- 


homa). The pastor, Rev: Jack T. 
Downs, reports “sixty people 
saved, twelve rededicated their 


lives, thirty-seven united with the 
church and one decision for full- 
time service to the Lord.’”’ Many 
visits were made during the re- 
vival by pastor, evangelist, and 
people. Two people led to the 
Lord in their homes were a 70- 
year-old man and a young Catho- 
lic mother. In two years. the 
church has grown, under the 
present pastor’s leadership, from 
90 to 518—closing Sunday of the 
revival, 


* * XK 


There were fourteen saved, with 
thirty-seven young people mak- 
ing dedications of their lives to 
the Lord in a revival January 4- 
18 at Evangel Baptist Church, 
Bridgeport, West Virginia. EVAN- 
GELIST DEL FEHSENFELD 
(6427 Wyandotte, Kansas City 13, 
Missouri) was secured for the re- 
vival. The pastor, Rev. Philip W. 
Horne, writes that thirteen peo- 
ple joined the church, with 
eighteen baptized, and more to 
come. “Evangelist Fehsenfeld is 
one of the finest pastor’s helpers 
this pastor has ever worked with,”’ 
he further states. | 


——— 


Heard “Voice of Revival” Broadcast, 
Won First Soul 


From Detroit, Michigan, Sydney 
Hambly writes: 


“Dear Brother Rice: 


“T just can’t tell you how much 
your program, ‘The Voice of Re- 
vival,’ means to me. I received 
your booklet. The Soul-Winner’s 
Fire, two weeks ago and it has 
really done things to my heart. 
After reading the first few chap- 
ters I asked the Lord to help me 
win at least one soul each 
MONTH this year. I wish to in- 
form you that God gave me my 
first soul of the month of Janu- 
ary, last night. His name is Ronald 
Drollinger and he is twenty-one 
years old .... 

“He and I are going to study 
your book together now. Well 
that’s about it for this time. I 
plan to hear you again next Sun- 


day over CKLW radio from 2:30 
to 3:00 p. m. 

“Yours in Christ, 

(Signed) Sydney Hambly”’ 


Each month something helpful 
will be given to those who hear 
the broadcast and write for it 
by name. 

See the radio log, find the sta- 
tion you can hear, Please listen in 
and pray. 

This “Voice of Revival” program 
is intended not only to win souls 
but to make soul winners, as God 
has led Editor John R. Rice in 
his ministry through thirty-seven 


years. This broadcast needs your 
prayers, needs your financial help 


to stay on the air. Please pray and 
help us to help others. 

Address ‘“The Voice of Revival,” 
P. O. Box 420, Wheaton, Illinois. 


Atonement— / 


a Refuge V 


Out in our Western country, in 
the autumn, when men go hunt- 
ing, and there has not been any 
rain for months, sometimes the 
prairie grass catches fire, and 
when the wind is strong the flames 
may be seen rolling along, twenty 
feet high, destroying man and 
beast in the onward rush. When 
the frontiersmen see what is com- 
ing, what do they do to escape? 
They know they cannot run as 
fast as that fire can run. Not the 
fleetest horse can escape it. [hey 
just take a match and light the 
grass around them. The flames 
sweep onwards; they take their 
stand in the burnt district and 
are safe. [hey hear flames roar as 
they come along; they see death 
bearing down upon them with re- 
sistless fury, but they do not fear. 
They do not even tremble as the 
ocean of flame surges around them, 
for over the place where they stand 
the fire has already passed, and 
there is no danger. [here is noth- 
ing for the fire to burn. And 
there is one spot on earth that 
Gsod has swept over. Eighteen 
hundred yéars ago the storm burst 
on Calvary, and the Son of God 
took it into His own bosom; and 
now, if we take our stand by the 
cross, we are safe for time and 
for eternity— Moody. 


riage of whites and blacks, or of 
any other groups so radically dif- 
ferent in background, is not like- 
ly to be a happy marriage and 
such marriages are to be discour- 
aged. 

The Bible makes it clear that 
there ought to be a great deal 
more restrictions on marriages 
than there are on Christian fel- 
lowship. For example, there are 
many people in every church to 
which # preach, who would not be 
acceptable as dates and escorts 
for my daughters. And that is ex- 
actly as it ought to be. 


>. If Racial Intermarriage Is 
Wrong, Then Temptations to 
Intermarriage Is Wrong 
But another fact follows close- 
ly. People who ought not to marry 
because it would be unhappy and 
would lead to misery and trouble 
and then to sin—such people 
ought not to have dates, ought not 
to be thrown together in a way 
that would lead them to plan in- 
termarriage of the races. 


On the streets or streetcars, 
trains, in hotels, let each race 
find its own level without oppres- 
sion, In education, let the groups 
be put together who for geograph- 
ical reasons or cultural reasons or 
educational fitness can best be 
taught together. Schools are not 
places to mix oil and water, they 
are places for education. Some- 
times advanced and precocious 
children should be given special 
teaching. Sometimes = retarded 
children should be given special 
treatment and attention. People 
should be separated by grades and 
sometimes by sexes. Where there 
is no racial tension, and where 
the majority of the people wish it, 


i then schools might make no dis- 


tinction between races. Where 
there are racial tensions and 
where it hinders the advance of 
education and good fellowship to 
have the races together, then races 
probably ought to be educated 


separately. Education is not ad- : 


vanced by bayonets and force. It 
is one thing to advance socialism. 
It is an entirely different matter 
to advance education. And those 
who make the biggest pressure 
for desegregation are primarily 
socialists and liberals who have a 


socialistic aim, not an educational 
aim. 


In churches let groups go to- 
gether who feel most at home. 
Why should anybody be compelled 
to attend a church he does not 
wish to attend? And why should 
any church insist on people com- 
ing who would feel more at home 
somewhere else, and who will not 
advance the cause of Christ? 

I have never known a church 
which makes a great deal of the 
racial issue to be a good soul- 
winning church. The Gospel pros- 
pers where the Gospel is put first 
and not some socialistic: scheme. 
And why should people be mixed 
together who have no right to 
marry, and where to encourage 


intermarriage would do harm.and. 


would therefore be a sin? 

In my own church colored peo- 
ple occasionally attend and they 
are welcomed. But if things are 
left on a good spiritual basis, ordi- 
narily Negroes will want to at- 
tend where they have other ties 
of blood and common heritage and 
Where their social life will be 
more normal. 


I thank you for your letter. I 


have taken some time on this 
important matter. 
In Jesus’ name, yours, 
John R. Rice 
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Retire in 
Arizona eal 
WITH CHRISTIAN NEIGHBORS ~! 


Air conditioned comfort in summer, warm sun 
through the winter—what more could you ask? 
Your choice of a custom built home or a coop- 
erative apartment in this Christian community. 

Sharon Gardens is a nonprofit project of 
the Arizona Bible Institute, Phoenix. Outdoor 
barbecue in the park, picnic tables, shuffle 
board and croquet. Prices range from $4,550 
to $11,995. Utilities and maintenance fee includ- 
ing insurance only $17.50 to $50.00 monthly. 

Come to see Sharon Gardens as our guest. 
Your room is reserved. Write in advance to let 
us know your plans. 


lilustrated brochure FREE—Write foday! 
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(Continued from page 1) 


help an oncoming’ generation 
which is playing with immoral fire 
it is often wise to meet that fire 
with the fire of outspoken truth. 
This is Jack’s pointed methodol- 
ogy. He is realistic as he chal- 
lenges young people to lives of 
purity and. victory. But he in- 
variably makes it clear that moral 
probity and integrity are found 
only in and through Christ, who 
is both the wisdom and the pow- 
er of God. 
Now begins 
message. 


Jack Wyrtzen’s 


1; Sex Traps Youth 


The plane was flying from Ot- 
tawa, Canada, to Syracuse, New 
York. Lunch had been served and 
as the stewardess finished her du- 
ties she kept glancing in my direc- 
tion. I knew she wanted to talk 
to me about something, but for 
the life of me I couldn’t figure 
out where I had seen her before. 

She had smiled and called me 
by name when I boarded the plane. 
Perhaps she had been in one of 
our meetings somewhere. It is, of 
course, impossible to recognize all 
of the many persons I meet in this 
way, much as I would like to do 
so. But somehow, I felt that there 
was a special reason why I should 
have been able to remember this 


»-. stewardess. ™ 


Now that I have recalled her 
story Ill never forget her. She 
has become to me a living symbol 
of the countless thousands of girls 
in the United States and Canada 
who do their best to hide sex 
tragedy behind a pleasant appear- 
ance and a polite smile. 

She sat down beside me and 
started talking. I had to admit, 
“I’m sorry, but try as I will, I 
can’t place you.” 

“Don’t you remember? I was at 
your camp for a week last sum- 
mer.” 


Sex and the Bible 


' “We have several thousand 
come to our camps,” I said apolo- 
getically. 

“I was led to Christ by a girl 
who used to work in your office, 
Mildred Wolfertz.” Mildred had 
left the Word of Life office to di- 
rect a home in New York City for 
unmarried girls who are going to 
have babies. The name of the 
home is Heartsease. | 

Tears came to the eyes of the 
pretty stewardess and for a few 
moments she couldn’t talk. Then 
I remembered her! 

The stewardess was one of the 
girls who had come to the home. 
In her work with the airline she 
had met a certain pilot and loved 
him. Tragically, he had been a 
man of no principles and he enticed 
her into the ways of sin. When 
she found she was going to have a 
baby, she was desperate, but the 
pilot was too busy showing an- 
other girl the downward path to 
marry the little stewardess. Grief 
and confusion broke over her like 
a flood. Why ...oh, why had she 
gambled her life away for a few 
stolen moments of pleasure? But 
she had and she was trapped! How 
could she bear the shame and re- 
proach? 

Fortunately, she heard about 
“Heartsease” and, thankful for a 
refuge, she went there to have 
her baby. And there it was that 
she heard how Christ had died 
that He might bear her sin. She 
learned the precious truth of for- 
giveness in Him, and He became 
her Saviour. 

I remembered her! 


“Are you reading your Bible 


regularly?” I asked: 


She tugged on the zipper of her 
handbag, pulled out a New Testa- 
ment, and said, “Two years ago 
if I had opened my purse like this 
you would have seen a package of 
cigarettes. instead of my New 
Testament.” 


The Miracle... of the New Birth 


(Continued from page 1) 


looked into the old man’s face, 


he discovered that the old doctor 
‘had diagnosed his own case pretty 


well and that he wasn’t long for 
this world. Rodwell read some of 
his most helpful prayers and in- 
dulged in some pious platitudes 
but that wasn’t helping the dy- 
ing man. Blund tossed like a ship 
on a stormy sea. Finally he strug- 
gled up on his elbow and said, “I 
want to know how to be born 
again. That’s what I need. Some 
of my patients whom I thought 
fanatics have told me something 
about the new birth. I need a new 
beginning.” But the preacher was 
out of his depth and gave no help. 

Finally the dying old doctor 
glared as he looked into Rodwell’s 
face and said, “Have you ever 
been born again? Have you? If 
you have, you should be able to 
tell me how I can be born again.” 

The Vicar had to excuse himself 
and he hurried home ashamed. 

Mrs. Blund went on her errand 
again and found a lowly believer 
in the Lord who knew the holy, 
happy secret of the new birth 
and who was able to lead old 
Blund to the Lord at almost mid- 
night on Heaven’s clock. 

Harold Begbie says that Rod- 
well locked himself in his study 
and the blind leader of the blind 
cried out to God for mercy and 
salvation and he, too, was saved. 
Blund was born again. The preach- 
er Rodwell was born again. I have 
been born again. Jesus said, “YOU 
MUST be born again,” for “except 
a man be born again, he cannot 
see the kingdom of God” (John 3: 
4). 

Here we have the Master’s mes- 
sage to one man and to all men. 
Nicodemus, the man to whom this 
eternal truth was specially direct- 
ed, was not an irreligious man; 
he was not an immoral man.- He 
was the last man to whom the 
majority of ministers in our age 
would mention the new birth. 

This truth is seldom sounded out 
now, although it is the heart-beat, 
the very core of the Christian 
Gospel. There is much preaching 
about politics and _ patriotism. 
There are countless sermons about 
social service, about the first 
birth, and some about birth con- 
trol, but how few are the fervent 
proclamations of the necessity of 
the second birth. There are many 
like Nicodemus, who are masters 


in Israel, but know not these 


things. 


I. The Necessity of the 
New Birth 


- At the beginning of the Bible 
we read that God made man in 
His own image. “So God created 
man in his own image, in the im- 
age of God created he him; male 
and female created he them” (Gen. 
1:27). That is the simple, scrip- 
tural statement concerning man’s 
advent into this world, and the 
scriptural statement still stands. 
That is not only the statement of 
divine revelation, but it is reason- 
able to right thinking men. 

Instead of saying, “I believe-in 
God Almighty, Maker of heaven 
and earth,’ those who scoff at 
Seripture say rather, “I believe 
in chaotic nebula, _ self-existing 
evolver of heaven and earth.” I 
for one prefer the simple and yet 
sublime statement of God’s mighty 
Word rather than the muddled, 
mental meanderings of unbeliev- 
ing men. I am a creationist, not an 
evolutionist. Some of my forefath- 
ers may have been hung by their 
necks, but none of them ever hung 
by their tails. 

God’s Word says that man was 
made in the image of the Al- 
mighty.. He was made upright. God 
gave him the power of volition. 
He was made to have dominion. 
Man, in the exercise of his God- 
given volition, fell. God’s temple 
was debauched. Man _ fell into 
transgression and ever afterwards 
we read the record of a ruined 
race, Soon after Adam’s fall we 
read that a son was born in the 
image of Adam. From that hour 
to this man has been a sinner by 
nature and by practice. 

In the sixth verse of this great 
chapter in John we read, “That 
which is born of the flesh is flesh” 
(John 3:6). The apostle in Romans 
3:12 declares, “They are ALL 


| gone out of the way, they are 


together become _ unprofitable; 
there is NONE THAT DOETH 
good, no, not one.’”’ Again we read 
in the same chapter, “For ALL 
have s sinned and come short of the 
glory of God” (Rom. 3:23). 


“Oh, cursed, cursed sin, 
Mother of woe, and death, and Hell; 
Oh! curs'd sin.” 
It is this which makes the new 
(Continued on page 9) 


“Do you have many opportuni- 
ties of witnessing?” 


“Every day on board this plane.” 

She smiled and there was con- 
tentment in her face. She had 
found the answer to life’s prob- 
lems—not just sex problems, but 
all problems, For there is such an 
answer and it is the same answer 


for everyone in the world today.’ 


Young people, fellows. and girls 
alike, must find this answer, and 
find it, if at all possible, before 
tragedy strikes. 

Rod was a high school student, 
living in one of the New England 
States. When he was arrested he 
told the reporters, “I want you 
to know that Ellen was a good 
girl. We were sweethearts and 
Thursday night we decided we 
wanted to be alone. She led me 
to the garage at the rear of her 
home. We got into the front seat 
of the automobile. We loved and 
petted for more than two hours 
and everything happened after 
that. I couldn’t stop myself and 
she tried to resist me. Then she 
started to cry and sobbed, ‘I’m 
going to tell my mother.’ 

“That drove me off my rocker. 
I wasn’t afraid of her mother, 
but I was scared of her father, I 
lost my head and grabbed her by 
the throat.-I meant only to make 
her shut up, but she fell limp in 
my arms, I wanted only to love 
her and I killed her!” 

That is one of the many, daily, 
sad stories of youth today in the 
United States and Ganada— 
trapped by sex! It starts with a 
necking party and ends with a 
tragedy. Youth is tempted on ev- 
ery side. Sin is flaunted every- 
where, Sex has become the great- 
est commercialized snare in the 
world. No wonder we read of sex 
sins, we hear 6f sex sins, we are 
Surrounded by sex sins! 

Perhaps we are inclined to grow 
calloused as’ a result of all this 
overexposure. But I would re- 
mind you that since the day of 
Adam’s fall, immorality has not 
changed. Sin is still sin and com- 
pletely’repulsive to God. Sin sepa- 
rates us from God and lost men 
still need a Saviour. We may have 
electric lights in place of our 
ancestors’ crude lamps, but sex is 
still trapping youth in the same 
old way. 


2. Sex Today 


“We live in a_video environment 
saturated with exhibition of teas- 
ingly semi-draped nudity,” says 
Professor Sorkin, head of the Har- 
vard Research Center in Creative 
Altruism, “Sex appeal has become 
a must in commercial advertising 

. Our civilization has become 
sO preoccupied with sex that it 
now oozes from all pores of our 
national life. 

“We are completely surrounded 
by the rising tide of sex, which 
is flooding every compartment of 
our culture, every section of our 
social life. 

“Among our public. officials 
there is a. vast legion of. profli- 
gates, 

“Our morals have. changed so 
notably that continency, chastity, 
and faithfulness are increasingly 
viewed as oddities, as the ossified 
survival of a pre-historic age.” 

Anyone, even a half-hearted ob- 
server of our times, must agree 
with this eminent professor. For 
one thing, we are selling on our 
newstands 15,000,000 sex maga- 
zines each month. A few months 
ago I was in a beautiful, peaceful 
town in Verrhont. I went into a 
candy store and there, displayed 
on the rack, was a row of these 
lurid magazines. On the covers 
were semi-nude women, either 
with their clothes fitted provoca- 
tively or being torn off by some 
sex fiend. My feelings were mixed. 
I was filled with pity for our 
youth, exposed to this degrading 
sort of thing, but I felt contempt 
for the money-hungry, shyster- 
type adults who prey on youth’s 
innocence. The shopkeeper was a 
woman, and I asked, “How can 
you, as a citizen, handle this devil- 
ish stuff?” 

She gave me a cold look. ‘“That’s 
what the high school crowd wants 
and the high school is right across 
the street. If I don’t sell it, they 
will get it sOmewhere else.” 

It is the same attitude that has 
taken over most of the paperback 
book trade. Nearly any drug store 
you enter has a rack full of such 
titles as: The Duke’s Temptation, 
and for its cover picture, a wom- 
an completely nude but for a tiara 
in her hair... or The Wild Life, 
sub-titled, “The unvarnished con- 


fessions of a young carnival hust- 
ler,’ with a partly-dressed couple 
on the cover... or The Girl in 
the Dogwood Cabin, with the cap- 
tion, “A deliciously naughty novel 
of life in a summer camp,” and 
showing a nude girl partly cover- 
ing herself as she and a man 
peek out of a cabin door. 


Even our so-called high grade 
novels are little better. Take, for 
instance, The Scapegoat by Da- 
phne DuMaurier. In it, one of the 
principal characters is carrying on 
a sordid sex affair with his broth- 
er’s wife. It is all dismissed light- 
ly. The unsuspecting husband is 
always deceived. The sinning wom- 
an goes blissfully on her way. 


If the world is going to depict 
this type of life, it should paint 
the entire picture, as Scripture 
says, “Stolen waters are sweet, 
and bread eaten in secret is pleas- 
ant. But he knoweth not that the 
dead are there; and that her 
guests are in the depth of hell” 
(Prov. 9:17, 18). 


“And what do the movies and 
television offer our young people? 
Sex... and more sex! Sex appeal 
. sex appeal, that is all you 
hear as the standard for stars! No 
wonder even some of the disil- 
lusioned stars cry out for an op- 
portunity to prove they have dra- 
matic ability also. 

Philip Wylie (author of Gen- 
eration Of Vipers) said, “The 
American people are more preoc- 
cupied with sex and more fright- 
ened of it than any others. We're 
just an obscene people.”’ 

Our newspapers are full of the 
results of filling our hearts and 
minds with this trash. Any day 
you can see a headline such as I 
read recently: 

“22 Teen-agers Arrested When 
Police Raided Old-fashioned Sex 
and Drinking Party in Vacant 
Farmhouse.” 

Recently the front pages of a 
Philadelphia newspaper told a 
tragic story. The headline was 
brief, “Eight Men Held After Girls 
Face Them.’ The story was piti- 
ful. The spectacle shocked even 
the most hardened court officials. 
Tearful teenage girls told of be- 
ing lured into unnatural sex acts 
by these eight men. Included 
among the men were two well- 
known radio personalities and a 
well-known television star, It was 
one of the most sordid affairs in 
the annals of Philadelphia crime. 
My. heart aches for the girls and 
only the Lord can deal with these 
depraved men. 

Sometimes when I pick up a 
newspaper, I am not too surprised 
at what I read on page one. I 
know I live in a world of sinners 
and expect to read of some sin. 
But page one isn’t enough! Page 
two and page three carry the 
same sordid stories. 

Page two of a recent paper tells, 
“Medical Doctor Recruits Girls for 
Sex Orgies,” and “Boy and Girl 
Die in Car” with the explanation, 
“The bodies of a fourteen-year-old 
girl and a= sixteen-year-old boy 
were found in an_ automobile 
parked in a secluded area. Police 
said deaths were suicide fr om car- 
bon - monoxide poisoning.” And 
farther along the article .reveals 
that the two young people had 
been in sex trouble and took their 
own lives. 

And on page three I read, “Sob- 
bing Girl Tells Court of Attack” 
with the details, “Weeping bitter- 
ly on the witness stand, a tall, at- 
tractive girl testified yesterday 
that she was knocked out, stripped 
of her clothing and criminally at- 
tacked by a Matopan youth in a 
secluded section of the Kenton 
woods.” 

The most awful part of it is 
that the newspapers all over 
America tell the same type of 
story. Some of us are awed and 
frightened over conditions. Right 
now we have more bar maids than 
college girls in the United States 

. we have one rape every hour 

. we have 100,000 lured into 
prostitution every year. It seems 
unbelievable, yet it is a fact. 

It is no wonder that Edmund 
de Caussin Jr., when his six-year- 
old daughter Mary was-raped and 
murdered, said, 
the man as much as the society 
that produces such men. It’s a 
society that allows sex magazines 
on the stands for our kids to read. 
A society that measures Holly- 
wood stars by their bosoms, a so- 
ciety where the telling of dirty 
stories and using foul language is 
commonplace. These things pro- 
duce sex perverts out of people 


| who have the slightest abnormal 


“T do not blame} 


tendencies. They are encouraged, 
by everything around them. Untif 
the day society changes its funda-. 
mental moral principles and reas- 
serts a belief in God, we will 
have sex perverts.” 


In view of all the filth in our 
society today, I have been asked, 
“Do you think that there is any 
possibility that God Almighty 
might permit a sinful, godless, 
heathen, communistic nation like 
Russia to come over here and drop 
its deadly bombs and even blot 
out America?” | 

I can only answer, “I don’t 
know, but if He does, it won’t be 
the first time that God has used* 
a godless, sinful nation to punish 
a so-called godly nation.” You 
have only to read the history of 
the Jewish nation in the Old 
Testament.to see that God used” 
other nations to subdue the Is- 
raelites and bring them to their 
knees, 


I do know that our country is 
in much the same condition as the 
Roman Empire when it fell. If 
you have read Edward Gibbon’s 
The Decline and Fall of the Rom- 
an Hnvpire you know he gave as 
the reasons for Rome's fall: 

1) The rapid increase of divorce 
and the undermining of the sanc- 
tity of the home; 

2) The mad craze for pleasure 
and the brutalizing of sports in 
every imaginable manner; 

3) The decay of religion and 
fading of faith into mere form, 
thus becoming too impotent to 
serve as a guide to the people. 

4) The spiraling rise of higher 
and higher taxes and the spending 
of public money for free bread 
and circuses. 

9) The building of gigantie ar- 
maments and the failure to realize 
that the real enemy lay within 
the gates in the moral decay of 
the people. 

If these are some of the reasons 
why Rome fell, then how much 
earnest prayer is needed for a 
great revival in America! Who can 
tell, perhaps even now in. this 
mad, late hour, we may avoid be- 
coming the fall of a twentieth 
century Rome. 

I do know that the Bible has 
the complete answer for any na- 
tion. “Righteousness exalteth a na- 
tion: but sin is a reproach to any 
people” (Prov. 14:34). Unless we 
become a nation of righteous peo- 
ple, we can expect trouble and 
disaster. 

How do we become a righteous 
people? By turning to God from 
our idols of pride, greed and lust. 
We must humble ourselves and see 
our hopeless and helpless condition 
in the sight of a holy and right- 
eous God. And then, having been 
washed clean by the shed blood 
of the Lord Jesus Christ we, as a 
nation and as individuals, must 
accept the Bible standards as our 
normal standards , including 
God’s attitude toward sex. 

(First of six installments on “Sex and 
the Bible,” by Jack Wyrtzen. Will you see 
that young people read_ these articles? 
Watch for next week. These are taken 
from the book by the same name, published 
by Zondervan, and used by permission. 


Order from THE SWORD, Box 420, Whea- 
ton, Ill, $1.00 plus 15ec postage.) 
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Historical sites and scenes in 
the Gospel story, including Beth- 
lehem, Nazareth, River Jordan 
and Jerusalem. 


Set of 52 beautiful color pic- 
tures (2” x 2” slides or 35mm 
filmstrip) with manual giving 
descriptions and Bible quotations. 


SLIDE SET $13.00 - FILMSTRIP $7.00 


® THE 23rd PSALM — 14 pictures 


Slides $3.50 Filmstrip $3.50 


@ BIBLE PROPHECIES — 39 pictures 


Slides $7.50 Filmstrip $6.00 


® BLUE GALILEE — 
Slides $3.25 


13 pictures 
Filmstrip $3.00 


400. Slides in 12 series—285 in Supple- 
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FREE DESCRIPTIVE CATALOGS. 
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The Power of Pentecost 


Here is the clearest Bible 
teaching in any book since 
Moody and Torrey died, on 
how to have the mighty 
power of God for soul win- 
ning and witnessing. Dr. Rice 
labored seventeen years on 
this new, vigorous, scriptural 
analysis of the meaning of 
Pentecost. Here is scholarly 


yet simple discussion of 
terms such as “filled with 
the Spirit,” and “baptized 


with the Spirit.” This book 
avoids the extremes of fa- 
naticism on the one hand, 
and hyper-dispensationalists 
on the other. Clothbound, 441 
pages with index. 


Save $1.25. Reg. $3.50 


Only $2.25 
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SAVINGS UP TO 90% 


By special arrangement, we can offer Sword readers 
In addition, you may have the new book, Predestine 


Inclusive Dictionary - Concordance 


This 270-page Bible dictionary-concordance is loaded with 
help for a Bible teacher or Bible student. With this concordance 
you may find the verse you want by looking under some principal 
word listed alphabetically. All the important people of the Bible 
are. listed, with brief facts about each. The tables of weights and 
measures, of the Jewish calendar, of Jewish and Roman money, 
etc. are found in proper alphabetical order. 

There are 117 pictures, illustrating coins, places, animals, 
plants, etc., of Bible lands, also 15 Bible maps in three colors. 
This fine dictionary-concordance is printed on thin Bible paper so 
it is handy pocket size despite its big 270 pages. Bound in black 
leatherette with cover stamped in gold, matching your nice Bible. 


Save 30c. Reg. $1.25. 


Only 95¢ 


Church Aflame 


By Paul B. Smith 


A challenging word about the need of today’s church for revival. 
Save 55c. Reduced from $1.50 to 


OE 


Revival Sermon Books Capture Revival Atmosphere, Win Souls 


Often it is hard to find 
good sermon books, and much 
harder still to find sermons 
in print that carry the.urgen- 
cy and color of spoken mess- 
ages. So many times the 
freshness is -gone, the illus- 
trations are taken out, and 
the message is ruined by 
brevity. 


Not so these sermons! Here are books of sermons that have in them the breath of Heaven, 


the atmosphere of great revival crowds, the pungent every-day language of the man who preached 
them! Here are revival sermons in the simple, unstilted language used in the pulpit by Dr, John 


R. Rice. 


A Know-So Salvation 


By Evangelist John R. Rice 


This is a book of sermons addressed principally to the unconverted urging them to trust Christ 
immediately without delay! The seven sermons are: “A Know-So Salvation,” “At the Last,” “The 
Seven Saddest Sayings for Sinners,” “A New Heart,” “Crossing the Deadline,’ “The Young Man 
Who Made Up His Mind,” “Almost Persuaded,” and “Today!” 


THE STANDARD said, “Every sermon a barbed arrow aimed 
at the sinner’s heart.” THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES commented, 
“This is popular biblical preaching, where a strong doctrinal emphasis 
is combined with an evident passion for the souls of men...” Library 


edition, 187 pages. 


Watching Jesus Die 


Ten sermons on Christ’s cru- 
cifixion! Sermon titles: 
1. “WHAT SHALL I Do THEN 
WITH JESUS?” 
. “BEHOLD THE MAN!”’ 
. WATCHING JESUS DIE 
. THE SEAMLESS ROBE 
. “FATHER, FORGIVE THEM...” 
“COME DOWN FROM THE 
Cross’”’ 
THE CRIMINAL WHO WANT- 
ED A SECOND CHANCE 
. “It Is FINISHED” 
THE TORN VEIL 
. FACING THE PIERCED JESUS 


Each message is challenging, 
convicting, calls to conversion 
and consecration. 246 pages. 


COMM N OUP Wh 


a" 


—— | 


ae | 
j 
women 


By pan 
Save $1.05. Reg. $3 


Only $1.99 


The Ruin Of A 
Christian 


By Dr. John R. Rice 


Stirring, searching ser- 
mons in this book are in- 
tended to “bless and burn 
—and challenge mightily,” 
just as the CHRISTIAN 
HERALD insists that they 
do! They are the type 
messages which warm the 
hearts of Christians, con- 
vict of sin and failure, 
transform the life and 


thrust the reader into the 
harvest. Hard binding, 253 
pages. 


Save 85c. Ree. $2.50 


Only $1.65 
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Save 85c. Reg. $2.50 


Only $1.69 
The Scarlet Sin 


By John R. Rice 


Since this is the only book of 
this noted evangelist which 
contains his) sermons _ steno- 
graphically reported just as 
preached, word for word, in 
great revival campaigns, you 
can understand why it is one of 
the favorites. In addition to the 
title sermon, the messages are 


“All of Satan’s Apples Have 
Worms,” “The Four Biggest 
Fools in Town,” “Why God 


Hardened Pharaoh’s’ Heart,” 
‘The Unpardonable Sin,’ ‘The 
Worth of a Soul,” “A One-Man 
Salvation,” ‘Peter and Jesus,’’ 
“An Old-Fashioned, Fire-From- 
Heaven Revival,” “The Unvary- 
ing God,” “The Fullness of the 
Spirit,’ and “Spectators in the 
Heavenly Grandstand.” Beauti- 
ful scarlet cloth binding, 254 
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Save 85c. Reg. $2.50. 


Only $1.65 
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Christmas 


By John R. Rice 


‘The Christmas story so 
takes hold on my heart each 
year that I want to preach 
about Lit even in January,’ 
writes the well-known editor 
and evangelist. ‘lherefore it 
might not be out of the way 
to review his beautiful Christ- 
mas book after the holidays are 
over. 

In the opening chapter Dr. 
Rice supports by arguments his 
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Christmas.” 


love 
Other messages are: ‘“The Shep- 
herds’ Christmas,” “Gifts of the 


Wise Men,” ‘‘No Room for 


thesis: 


Jesus,’ “Immanuel ‘God 
With Us,’” “The Virgin-Born 
Saviour” and “Wonderful Je- 
sus.” | 

‘Lhe sermons are warm, evan- 
gelistic, and, of course—posi- 
tive. Sanctified imagination and 
tenderness make the _ presenta- 
tion seem perfectly in harmony 
with the simple, beautiful Gos- 
pel stories of our. Saviour’s 
birth. ‘No Room for Jesus” 
is one of the most beautiful dis- 
courses on the mystery of in- 
carnation | have ever read. 

At the-close of each message 
there is a place for readers to 
record their decision to accept 
Christ as Saviour. 

‘The cover in red, white, and 
green, with a picture of: the 
Nativity scene, is an attractive 
invitation to read the book. 

- [ Love Christmas makes a 
fine book-gift for next Christ- 
mas. It would also be stimulat- 
ing reading for a minister who 
looks ahead in another year of 
planned preaching. 144 pages. 
—a review from The Standard 
Save 75c. Reg. $2. 


$1.25 
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The Preacl 
And His 


Preachin, 
By W. B. Rile) 
Sunday School 17 


Immanuel— 


God With Us 
By John R. Rice 


“Appeals to me as much, 
or more, than anything I 
have ever read from the 
pen of this good man and 
great preacher,” said Dr. 
Bob Jones, Jr. 6 chapters 
on the Saviour’s birth, in- 


reviewed it: “Here 
really vital book 
preaching by a comp 
homilite, who was 
a remarkably succ 
evangelist: that fact 


carnation, His forgiveness, self is sufficient re 
His return, His corona- mendation.” A con 


tion, and His invitation. 
157 pages, cloth. 


Save 55c. Reg. $1.75 


91.20 


handbook on prea 
146 pages, cloth. 


Save 75c. Reg. 


$1.29 


For Jerry 


By Grace Rice 
NMacMulleh 
— Jerry, “Hurry” (short 
for Hurricane’) and 
Pete—what a triol— 
are the lovable, en- 
dearing characters in. this engaging story for boys and girls. 
Jerry knows what it means to give his heart to the Lord. 
Pete doesn't like Christians, and gets somebody into serious 
trouble. Mike Spann, the Scoutmaster, knows lots of things— 
one of them how to meet the serious danger that threatens 
in this story, Profusely illustrated, water-resistant binding. For 


agit 36c. Reg. $1.25. Only O¢ 
We Can Have Revival Now! 


Here in burning words is 
an exposure of the worldli- 
ness, unbelief, and defeatism 
that have shamefully fought 
or despaired of revival. Suc- 
ecinct, unanswerable Bible 
teaching shows we are In the 
age of revival, that God has 
the answer for the needs of 
mankind. This book will re- 
vive the heart, increase faith, 
show the need for the power 
of the Holy Spirit and putting 
soul winning first. 201 pages, 
beautifully clothbound. 

Save 50%. Reg. $2.00 


Only $1 
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Answers from the Bible questions ab 
tion, election. Shows beyond any doubt th 
anybody to go to Hell so that he cannot be 
103 pages. 
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A fine cookbook prepared by a lovely 
all through it interspersed quotations from 
thoughts and helps for the Christian, 32 
200 recipies. 

Either one of the above free with any | 
State your choice on coupon in this issue, 


Friday, February 20, 1959 
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U % ON ALL BOOKS LISTED HERE “Spurgeon’s Sermons...Memorial Library” 


Not $59, but $35 — a saving of $24 


d readers for a limited time these fine Christian books for a special low price. 
redestined for Hell? No! or Body Building Recipes free with any order. 
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All About 
Christian 


Preacher Giving 


ind His 


reaching 


By Dr. John R. Rice 


A Bible manual on giving or purse. 118 pages of Scripture, 12 main divisions. 


Always Abounding 


By Dr. J. Edwin Orr 

An intimate picture of the life and work of Oswald J. Smith. ss wee Tae 
Fascinatingly pictures just what the Holy Spirit can achieve in and There is little doubt but what Charles Haddon Spurgeon was 
through a fully consecrated life. 15 chapters, 128 pages. _,, one of the greatest preachers of all time. So tremendous was his 

Save 55c. Reg. $1.50. | »..- Impact upon the people of his day that when a school boy was 

Only Qh asked in class by his teacher, ‘Who is the Prime Minister of 

England?” the lad responded, “Mr. Spurgeon.” When you re- 

member that the man who was England’s Prime Minister at that 

time was none other than the illustrious statesman, William 
Ewart Gladstone, it makes it all the more significant. 

We wonder if you fully realize what a wonderful bargain 
this offer is! Here are 20 books, selling at book stores everywhere 
for $2.95 each, containing the choice sermons of the 1,900 Spurgeon 
published during his lifetime. “he complete 20 volume set, which 
treats 1,894 different themes, all listed in a topical index, retails 
for $59. It is one of the greatest—and some would say the greatest 
—set of sermon books ever published. 

Dr. Rice said of the set: “Che fundamental, scriptural sound- 
ness, the inexhaustible. fertility of Spurgeon’s mind, the great 
gift of speech, the anointing of the Holy Ghost make Spurgeon’s 


Vest Pocket 
Companion 


By Dr. R. A. Torrey 


A handbook for soul winners, a collection of 
Scriptures to meet every need, excuse, problem 
one might encounter in witnessing. Scriptures for all 
classes of Unsaved, for Catholics, for false cults, for 
Jews, for backsliders, and many other special 
groups. Multiplied thousands have found this a 
great help in soul winning. Fits easily in pocket 


. with hundreds of Scrip- Sermons deathless. ‘They move me tremendously.” 
y W. B. Riley pi and vs lag i and Save 17c. Reg. 50c. Only 23¢ Sunday School ‘Times called them “. . . a demonstration of 
lay School Times “Giving” Your Way. ew masterly ability in the art of outlining, illustrating, interpreting 
ed it: “Here is a Prosperity,’ is worth :-- _ . . and applying Bible truths.” 
_ Vital book on many times the price of A Lovely Plastic Bible Cover We have only 22 sets left out of 300 ordered. And they will 
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iggetecs “T14 basen trees notebook and pencil. In the Arena of Faith The Soul-Winner’s 
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With any book order 
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Carteons 


By Charles L. Ramsey 


Here is a book just chuck 
full of hard-hitting, thought- 
provoking cartoons of spirit- 
ual truths. Vaughn Shoe- 
maker, well-known cartoon- 
ist of the Chicago Daily 
News, said, “Every one of 
Ramsey's. cartoons is_ the 
equivalent of a sermon.” 
Skillfully drawn, deeply mov- 
ing, 112 pages. 


Save 50%. Reg. $1 


Only d0¢ 


Gospel Chalk Talks 


Even if you’ve never drawn 
before, you can give chalk 
talks with the help of this 
new book! 26 thrilling chalk 
talks to make lessons more 
interesting, remembered 
longer, and get more people 
saved. Each chalk talk is 
complete with a clear, simple 
drawing, a spiritual applica- 
tion of the lesson, many 
Scriptures, and a suggested 
hymn. Recapture the interest 
in your teaching by ordering 
today! 


Save 50%. Reg. 50c 


Only 29¢ 


during special sale 


FOR HELL? NO! 


» questions about predestination, foreordina- 
any doubt that God does not predestinate 
he cannot be saved. Regularly priced at 75c. 


IG RECIPES 


-d by a lovely Christian woman, but it has 
otations trom great men of God, devotional 
Christian, 32 big 6 x 9 inch pages, nearly 


free with any book order during special sale. 


this issue, 


Twelve Tremendous 
Themes 


By Dr. John R. Rice 

This is a foundation book on the 
great basic Christian doctrines. Here 
profound scholarship, deep devotion, 
and evangelistic zeal make a tre- 
mendous book to help establish Chris- 
tians. Two important chapters prove 
the verbal. inspiration of the Bible 
and its scientific accuracy, two others 
cover the Bible teaching on Hell. Also 
dealt with are the doctrines of .uni- 
versal sin andi feed for salvation 
through Christ, “Churches” and “The 
Church,” Sunday or Sabbath, can a 
saved person ever be lost, Jesus may 
come today, and the double theme of 
all the prophets. Clothbound, 248 
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pages. Save 85c.-Reg. $2.50. A stirring volume on the 
theme of the Christian Wwar- 

Only $1.65 fare based upon the exposi- 

v tion of Hebrews 12:1-29. 


Some chapter titles are: 


What it Costs fo Ba a “Christ—the Example in 
. a . the Race,” ‘The Christian es pail | 
Good Christian Race As an Obstacle Race,” uight sermons On soul- 


By Evangelist John R. Rice “Wasted Privileges’ and winning passion and power. 
Six big sermons on discipleship, en- “Listen ! God 5 pea k S ye Clothbou nd. 


titled: “What It Costs to Be a Good Eight moving chapters, 188 
Christian,” “Outside the Gate With 


and “David and Bathsheba.”~ These 

earnest, heart-searching messages for 

Christians will prove very helpful. 

Hard Binding, 223 pages. =~ ~~ 
Save 85c. Reg. $2.50. 


Only $1.65 


The Goming Kingdom hese i 
of Christ A sl Sal 


a dite, ee oe 
By Dr. John R. Rice Gn, oe 


Prophetic teaching on this most 
important topic for today which will 
gladden hearts, instruct and clear Save 85c. Reg. $2.50. 
away doubts and misunderstandings. | 
It is rich and scholarly, yet the Bible $i Te 
teaching is so simple that every ? 
Christian will find it interesting and * * ** 
helpful. What the Bible teaches about 
Christ’s coming for His own, the mil- ‘ : ‘ i a 
lennium, the last rebellion, the Great Now is the time to stock up on these good Christian 


White Throne Judgment, and the books, Get those you’ve wanted for a long time at these 


signs of Christ’s coming. Over 1/3 of aa awards for vour Sundav 
the book ta aptial Beriotute. cuota- low, low prices. Buy gifts and awards for youl 


Jesus,” “Leaving All for Jesus,” pages. - Save 55c! Reg. $1.50. 
“Home, Sweet Home,” ‘“‘What the Bi- Save $1.05. Reg. $3.00. 

ble Is to a Christian,’ “What the ‘ 

Christian Should Do With His Bible,” Re 1.95 6 


Christ and the 
Inheritance of the Saints 


By Thomas Guthrie 


A series of discourses from the Book 
of Colossians about which Dr. Bob Jones, 
Jr., said: “. .. no book on Colossians, be- 
fore or sincé, comes anywhere near Dr. 
Guthrie’s, either in power or in scope.” 
Twenty discourses, 244 big pages, truly 
profound scholarship. 


chapters, 188 pages, clothbound. —birthdays, special occasions, Christmas, etc. Remember, 
Save 85c. Reg. $2.50. — these bargains good only while supply lasts. And some 
items are limited. So hurry! Hurry! Hurry! Free book 

Only $1.69 given with any order, Use convenient coupon-on page 8. 
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‘THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Saved by His Life 


(Continued from page 1) 


truth, “I do always those things 
which please him.” And the Fa- 
ther Himself declared, ‘“This is my 
beloved Son, in whom I am well 
pleased.” If salvation comes 
through imitating Him in His holy 
ways here on earth, then you and 
I are as good as lost eternally even 
now. } For it is utterly impossible 
for a sinful man or woman to fol- 
low in the steps of the sinless Sav- 
iour. 

And yet the Apostle Peter tells 
us, ‘He hath left us an example 
that we should follow His steps.’ 
But he is speaking to Christians, 
not to those who are seeking sal- 
vation. We who are saved are now 
born again and indwelt by the 
Holy Spirit. With His gracious 
aid we are enabled at-least in 
some measure to imitate the ex- 
ample of our blessed Saviour. But 
the holiest Christian would be the 
last man on earth to insist that he 
- Was saved by following in the 
steps of Jesus. 


II. We Are Not Saved Through 
the Wonderful Life of 
Our Lord 


Then again ‘“‘saved by his life” 
does not mean that we are saved 
through the wonderful life that 
our Lord lived, as though that life 
were acceptable as an atonement 
for our sinful, evil lives. The life 
of the Lord Jesus on earth apart 
from His death would never have 
Saved one poor sinner. He came 
into the world for the express pur- 
pose of laying down His life a ran- 
som for many. As the God-ap- 
pointed Paschal Lamb, He must 
be the unblemished One. His holy 
and righteous life proved Him to 
be the fit substitute for sinful 
men. But that life had to be given 
up in death ere our guilt could 
be atoned for and our iniquities 
blotted out. The natural heart 
rebels at the doctrine of the blood, 
but the Bible bears consistent wit- 
ness from the offering of Abel’s 


Unafraid 


I do not fear the atom bomb 
for He 

Who in the years just past 
has cared for me 

Will place His wisdom in the 
minds of men 

And keep them free. 
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lamb at the Gate of Eden to the 
song of the redeemed in the Book 
of Revelation, that salvation is 
not by the life of Jesus, but by 
the shedding of His precious blood. 
This comes out in vivid con- 
trast, if we consider the well- 
known words of the founder of a 
very popular religious system to- 
day (“Christian Science’). She 
has written: ‘“‘The material blood 
of Jesus was no more able to 
cleanse from sin when it was shed 
upon the.accursed tree than when 
it was flowing in His veins as He 
went about daily doing His Fa- 
ther’s business.” But our Saviour 
Himself, when He instituted the 
last supper, said, as He gave the 
cup to His disciples, “This cup is 
the new.testament in My blood, 
which is shed for you for the re- 
mission of sins.’ It is impossible 
to reconcile these two statements. 
The one denies the cleansing ef- 
ficacy of the shed blood. The other 
declares the blood was shed for 
the express purpose of the remis- 
sion of sins. Whatever “saved by 
his life’ means, it cannot, then, 
mean that it is His life on earth 
rather than His death that makes 
it possible for guilty sinners to be 
justified by a holy God. 


Ill. Salvation Is Presented in 
the New Testament as 
Threefold 


Before attempting to show what 
the words actually do mean, let 
me point out what to many will be 
familiar truth already. Salvation 
is presented in the New Testament 
in a threefold way: All who be- 
lieve in the Lord Jesus Christ are 
saved-from the guilt of sin and 
from the judgment due to sin. 
This salvation is complete and 
eternal from the moment we be- 
lieve. To it the apostle refers 
when he says, “By grace are ye 
saved through faith; and that not 
of yourselves: it is the gift of 
God: Not of works, lest any man 
should boast.” And again he tells 
us, “Not by works of righteous- 
ness which we have done, but ac- 
cording to his mercy he saved us, 
by the washing of regeneration, 
and the renewing of the Holy 
Ghost.” Many other passages em- 
phasize the same wondrous fact 
that we are already saved if we 
have put our trust in the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

But this is not all there is to 
salvation. Having been saved from 
the guilt of sin we who are Chris- 
tians are now being saved daily, 
hourly, momentarily from _ the 
power of sin through the interces- 
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sion of the risen Christ, and the 
work of the indwelling Holy Spirit. 
By and by when we are gathered 
Home with the Lord, we shall be 
saved from the presence of sin, 
when we are fully conformed to 
the image of God’s beloved Son. 
Now it is to these second and 
third aspects of salvation that the 
words of the text apply. We who 
have already been reconciled to 
God by the death of His Son shall 
be saved by His life. That is, His 
resurrection life. He who died for 
us on the cross to settle the sin 
question, now lives in glory to 
complete in us the work which 
His grace has begun. It is as the 
Risen One; He says, “Because I 
live, ye shall live also.” 


IV, Believers Kept, or Saved, 
Through Christ’s Inter- 
cession and Advocacy 


It is right here that many need 
help. Often in speaking with exer- 
cised souls urging immediate trust 
in Christ and confession of Him as 
Saviour, one is met by the anxious 
reply, “I would like to come to 
Christ but I am afraid I can nev- 
er hold out. I might become a 
Christian tonight and afterwards 
bring such disgrace on the name 
of the Lord by lapsing into sin 
that I am afraid to venture, It is 
not that I do not trust Christ, 
but the fact is I do not trust my- 
self. I know my own propensities 
and proclivities so well; I am so 
conscious of sinful habits that 
dominate and control my life that 
even though intellectually con- 
vineced that Jesus is the only Sav- 
iour, I do not dare trust myself 
to Him and confess Him openly 
for fear I could not hold out. I 
feel it would be better never to 
have made a profession than to 
disgrace it all by failure after- 
wards.” 

My dear troubled one, let me 
now seek as God by His Spirit will 
enable, to bring before you the 
encouragement that lies in the 
four words of my brief text. We 
are “saved by his life.” You are 
not asked to trust Christ in order 
that your sins up to the time of 
your conversion may be put away, 
and then that you should be left 
on your own resources to do your 
best to live a Christian life with 
possibly failure in prospect even- 
tually, but the Spirit of God would 
have you see that He who loved 
you enough to die for you on the 
cross, now lhves to sustain and 
maintain all who believe in Him, 
in order that they may walk as 
He walked and glorify God in 
their daily lives. He is not less 
interested in us after having. died 
for us, but now in Heaven He is 
daily saving His people from their 
sins, keeping them by His mighty 
power. 

In the Epistle to the Sheu. 
we read, “Wherefore he is able 
also to save them to the uttermost 
that come unto God by him, seeing 
he ever liveth to make interces- 
sion for them” (Heb. 7:25). What 
a glorious truth is here revealed! 
As our High Priest with God, He 
ever gives us a perfect representa- 
tion before the throne of God in 
Heaven. He makes constant inter- 
cession for us presenting His own 
excellencies-on our behalf. And He 
sits there enthroned as a reservoir 
of all that we need for our pilgrim 
path, bidding us come boldly to a 
throne of grace, that we may ob- 
tain mercy and find grace for sea- 
sonable help. All that we need in 
the conflict with sin to enable us 
to come out victoriously, He waits 
to supply. We have only to draw 
by faith upon His infinite re- 
sources. But more than this, by the 
Spirit He now indwells all be- 
lievers. “If any man have not the 
Spirit of Christ, he is none of his” 
(Rom, 8:9). The indwelling Spirit 
is the Spirit of power and of holi- 
ness, and as we walk in the Spirit 


| we are definitely promised that 


we shall not fulfil the lusts of the 
flesh, 


“Ah,” exclaims someone, “I be- 
gin to see now, I think, what it 
means to be saved by His life. But 
even though there are infinite re- 
sources in Christ of which I may 
avail myself, is there not still dan- 
ger that I may fail to do this and 
hence may break down completely 
after all, and so my last end be 
worse than the beginning?” 


Unquestionably we are all liable 
to failure. But let us remember 
that failure does not involve sepa- 
ration from Christ. In respect to 
this also, we shall be saved by His 
life, for it is written, “My little 
children, these things write I unto 


you, that ye sin not. And if any 
man sin, we have an advocate with 
the Father, Jesus Christ the right- 
eous: And he is the propitiation 
for oui sins: and not for our’s 
only, but also for the sins of the 
whole world’ (I John 2:1, 2). 
Christians are not perfect people. 
We still have within us the old 
nature though we have been born 
again. The Lord Jesus says, “That 
which is born of the flesh is flesh; 
and that which is born of the 
Spirit is spirit’ (John 3:6). No 
amount of Christian nurture will 
change flesh into spirit. “The car- 
nal mind is... not subject to the 
law of God, neither indeed can 
be” (Rom. 8:7). If we are looking 
for improvement in ourselves after 
conversion, we shall be disappoint- 
ed. We need to recognize that in 
us, that is, in our flesh, dweHs no 
good thing. The Word of God, as 
a mirror, exposes us to ourselves. 
It tells us what the works of the 
flesh are, and against these we 
need to be continually on our 
guard. 


I ran across an illustration the 
other day that I think pictures 
this admirably. An elderly gentle- 
man who was very nearsighted 
prided himself on his ability as an 
art critic. On one occasion he was 
accompanying some friends 
through a large gallery and was 
seeking to display his reai or 
fancied knowledge of pictures to 
them. He had left his glasses at 
home and was not able to see 
things very clearly. Standing be- 
fore a large frame, he began to 
point out the inartistic features 
of the picture there revealed. ““The 
frame,” he said, “is altogether out 
of keeping with the subject, and 
as for the subject: itself (it was 
that of a man), it is altogether 
too homely, in fact too ugly, ever 
to make a good picture. It is a 
great mistake for any artist to 
choose so homely a subject for a 
picture if he expects it to be a 
masterpiece.” The old gentleman 
was going on like this when his 
wife managed to get near enough 
te interrupt. She exclaimed, ‘“My 
dear, you are looking into a mir- 
ror,’ and he was quite taken 
aback to realize that he had been 
criticizing his own face. 


Now the Word of God is such 
a mirror. It does not hide our de- 
formities. It shows us up just as 
we are. But we are not to be occu- 
pied with our old selves. The 
Spirit of God would turn us away 
from self altogether to ®Becupa- 
tion with the risen Christ, and 
as we are taken up with Him, we 


are kept from sin. It is when we} ' é Secale 


get our eyes off Christ and be- 
come self-occupied or taken up 
with the world around us that we 
fail. And who of us does not so 
fail? We all -have..to. confess our 
failures from day to day, but our 
ever-living Saviour is not only our 
High Priest to minister all need- 
ed grace and help, but even when 


-we fail to avail ourselves of that 


as we should, He is our Advocate 
stil, and the moment we fail He 
takes up our case with the Father. 
Mark, it does not say, “If any man 
confess his sin, we have an ad- 
vocate,” but rather, “If any man 
sin, we have an advocate.’ The 
moment we fail He is in the Fath- 
er’s presence about us, and as a 
result of His’ gracious advocacy, 
the Spirit continues His work in 
our hearts bringing us to repent- 
ance and confession, and, “If we 
confess our sins, he_is_ faithful 
and just to forgive us our sins, 
and to cleanse us from all un- 
righteousness” (I John 1:9). And 
so “we shall be saved. by his life.” 


Then when at last our time of 
toiling and fighting here on earth 
Shall come to an end and our Lord 
shall receive us to Himself, He, 
the ever-living One, will save us 
completely from the very pres- 
ence of sin so that we shall never 
be so much as tempted again for 
all eternity, but will be preserved 
inviolate in holiness before the 
face of God our Father. Thus in 
the fullest possible sense we shall 
be forever “saved by his life.” 


V. Will You Trust Him for 
Saving and Keeping? 

What encouragement then this 
should give to the anxious trem- 
bling sinner who is alarmed as 
he thinks of judgment ahead: he 
yearns for forgiveness and _ justi- 
fication but he fears he will never 
be able to glorify God in his life 
afterward, The same One who 
loved you enough to die for you 
and now bids you trust Him as 
your Saviour, is the One who lives 
in the glory to guide us, and, has 


Friday, February 20, 1959 Frida: 
—— 
declared, ‘His sheep shall never 
perish.’ Trust Him then, I beseech The 
you, tonight, and having been. 


reconciled to God by the death of 
His Son, you will know the bless- 
edness of being “saved by his life.” 


(From the book THE’ i gh 
CHRIST, AND OTHER SERMONS, by 
H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. Loizeaux Brothers, 
Bible Truth - we - West 21st Street, | 
New York City, N, Y. Published by per- 
mission.) 
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The Miracle... of the New Birth 


(Continued from page 5) 


birth such a dire necessity. God is 
holy and cannot fellowship with 
sinful, rebellious, and unregener- 
ate men. Heaven must be in our 
hearts before we can enter Heav- 
en. No man who will honestly read 
the third chapter of Genesis and 
the third chapter’ of Romans can 
ever again question the necessity 
of the new birth. God looketh on 
the heart and He sees it as ‘“‘de- 
ceitful above all things, and des- 
perately wicked: who can know it” 
(Jer. 17:9). 


Alas, man only sees a part, 
And thus they judge the whole; 
They cannot look upon the heart, 
They cannot read the soul. 
But | survey myself within, 
And mournfully | feel 
How deep the principle of sin 
Its roots may there conceal, 
And spread its poison through the frame, 
With scarce a deep that man can blame. 


THERE ARE NO _ SUBSTI- 
TUTES for the NEW BIRTH. 

There is nothing “just as good” 
as the new birth. Nothing else 
and nothing less can receive divine 
approval. That is why the Sav- 
iour uses the emphatic “MUST” 
when He speaks of the new birth. 


REFORM Cannot Take the Place 
of the New Birth 


Reform does not touch the 
source, the spring, the fountain- 
head of a man’s life. Reform to- 
day does not obliterate the past 
with its pollution. Some men give 
up their bad habits by the power 
and pressure of will and because 
their misdemeanors of the past 
didn’t pay. This often caters to a 
man’s pride. God gets no glory. If 
a man does lop from his life the 
odd bad habit, he is still only a 
reformed sinner. Many reformed 
men are still atheistic. It is not 
putty and paint that men need but 
divine power. ‘It is not a better 
exterior but a radical experience 
that men need. 


RELIGION Is Not the New Birth 


Which religion? How much re- 
ligion? Church attendance and 
church allegiance, good enough in 
themselves, won't suffice instead 
of the new birth. Many a man 
hides from God behind the pillars 
of a cathedral. Multitudes cover 
up behind a hymnbook ora pray- 
er book, Many are busy in church 
life who have no sincere love for 
Christ at all. Thousands who have 
tasted the cup of communion have 
never even sipped the cup of sal- 
vation. Now don’t get me wrong. 
I believe in church membership 
FOR SAVED PEOPLE. The New 
Testament teaches a regenerated 
church membership. “And _ the 
Lord -added to the church daily 
such as should be saved” (Acts 2: 
47). 


When you have been saved, re- 
generated, born again, then join a 
church. Join a live church. Join 
where the preacher loves the Word 
of God and the souls of men. Keep 
out of these ecclesiastical deep 
freezers. A deep freeze is all right 
for a dead chicken, or a chunk of 
cheese, or a leg of lamb, but it is 
no_place for a live baby. A baby 
must be’ fed and nourished and 
given a chance to exercise, vocal- 
ize, and grow. It couldn’t do that 
in a refrigerator. 

Billy Sunday, in his own graphic 
way, said, “Hell will be full of 
church members, There won’t be 


‘room for them all and their feet 


will be sticking out of the win- 
dows.” 


Men must turn from FORM to 
FAITH, from RITUAL to REAL- 
ITY, from CHURCH to CHRIST, 
from HYMNBOOK to HIMSELF. 
Millions of names have been writ- 
ten on church rolls that were nev- 
er written in the Lamb’s Book of 
Life. It is altogether impossible to 
find a single syllable of Scripture 
that even suggests that religion 


and joining the church are pany 


mous with being saved. 


BAPTISM Is No Substitute for the 
New Birth 

Which mode? What method of 
baptism? I am sure that immer- 
sion is the biblical form of bap- 
tism, but immersion can’t save. A 
man may be immersed in the At- 
lantic and Pacific, Galilee and the 
River Jordan, and still go to Hell. 


No outward form can make you dean, 
The leprosy lies deep within. 


What can wash'away my sin? 
Nothing but the blood of Jesus; 

What can make me whole again? 
Nothing but the blood of Jesus. 


But someone may quote John 3: 
0, “Except a man be born.of wa- 
ter and of the Spirit, he cannot 
enter into the kingdom of God.” I 
am quite confident that it doesn’t 
mean the water in the baptistry 
but the water of the Word. We 
find this figure of the Word of 
God repeatedly in the Bible. 
“‘Wherewithal shall a young man 
cleamse his way? by taking heed 
thereto according to thy word” 
(Ps. 119:9). In Titus 3:5 we read, 
“Not by works of righteousness 
which we have done, but accord- 
ing to his mercy he saved us, by 
the WASHING OF REGENERA- 
TION, and the renewing of the 
Holy Spirit.” In Ephesians 5:25 
we find this, ‘“He gave himself for 
the church . . that he might 
cleanse it with the washing of 
water by the word.’ The Saviour 
says, “Now ye are clean by the 
word which I have spoken unto 
you” (John 15:3). 


So we see that there are many 
passages that link cleansing or 
washing with the application of 
God’s Word. 


In Peter’s Epistle we get this, 
“Seeing ye have purified your 
souls in obeying the truth through 
the spirit unto unfeigned love of 


| the brethren, see that ye love one 


another with a pure heart fervent- 
ly: BEING BORN AGAIN. not of 
corruptible seed, but of incorrupti- 
ble, BY THE WORD OF GOD, 
which liveth and abideth forever’ 
(I Pet. 1:22, 23). Peter says it is 
“BY THE WORD.” He ties to- 
gether THE WORD and THE 
SPIRIT. These are the two instru- 
ments, the two agencies, which 
God uses for the salvation, the 
transformation, the NEW BIRTH 
of a soul. It is by THE WORD and 
THE SPIRIT. 


We have scriptural illustrations 
of this. In Genesis the first chap- 
ter we find in the creation record 
an illustration of the new birth. 
I know that the chapter is _his- 
toric but it is also evangelistic. 
It is both historic and parabolic. 
It is genuine, trustworthy history. 
It is also illustrative. It is sug- 
gestive of the new birth. 


How did God bring cosmos out 
of chaos? How did He bring light 
out of darkness, and life out of 
death? In Genesis 1 and verse 2 we 
read that “the Spirit of God 
moved.” Then later in the chap- 
ter we find that eight’ times 
(eight is a new beginning, eight is 
resurrection, eight is a fresh start) 
we find this statement, “God said.” 
Life came and light came by the 
Word of God and the Spirit of 
God. 

For another illustration let us 
go to Ezekiel, chapter 37. Here 
in this well-known chapter we 
have the story of the Valley of 
Dry Bones. I realize it is prophet- 
ic. I know it is dispensational. I 
recognize it is futuristic. I -con- 
tend it is also evangelistic. Like 
Genesis chapter one, it is illustra- 
tive. 

How did life come in the valley? 
God said to His servant, “Proph- 
esy upon these bones,” and Ezekiel! 
did. In verse 4 we read, “O ye dry 
bones, hear the word of the Lord.” 
Later in the chapter we read of 
“the four winds and breath.” This 
is a picture of the Holy Spirit. 
By the Word and the Wind, by the 
Breath and the Book, by the Scrip- 
ture and the Spirit, life: came. 
God still works like that. 

How can men, long dead, dusty 
and dry, barren and bad, live? By 
the Word of God and by the Spirit. 
This is how men are saved, BORN 
AGAIN. Peter. says so, Moses 
savs so, Ezekiel says so. So does 
John. “It pleased God through the 
foolishness of preaching to.save 
them that believe” (I Cor. 1:21). 
Only believe and live. “The en- 
trance of thy words giveth light” 
(Ps. 119:130). 

So we are trying to take away 
men’s creaking crutches on which 
they lean. Nothing, nothing can 
substitute for salvation. There is 
nothing as good as the new birth. 
Regret over sin, resolution, new en- 
vironment—nothing, sinner, noth- 
ing can substitute for regeneration. 
“That which is born of the flesh 
is flesh” (John 3:6). It might be 
nice looking flesh, cultured flesh, 
educated flesh, religious flesh, but 


it is only flesh. In the same verse, 
“That which is born of the Spirit 
is spirit.” In Romans 8:8 it is writ- 
ten, “So they that are in the flesh 
cannot please God.” 


‘Are you surprised that these 
things should be said? Nicodemus 
was. He marvelled. He looked 
amazed. There must have been a 
puzzled expression on his face, for 
Jesus said to him, “Marvel not 
that I say unto thee, Ye must be 
born again” (vs. 7). Perhaps many 
are not surprised that Nicodemus 
was surprised, for he was a good 
man. He was no drunken derelict, 
no licentious libertine. He was a 
leader in the land, a model in 
morals. He knew his religion from 
A to Z. 


But Jesus Christ would not, did 
not, spare him. Some men have 
to be amazed before they can be 
awakened. They have. to be 
shocked before they can be saved. 
They need to marvel in order to 
know God’s mercy. Some must be 
surprised and then saved, This 
was true with Nicodemus, 


II, The “HOW” of the 
New Birth 


“Nicodemus answered and said 
unto him, HOW can these things 
be?” (vs. 9). Here we are brought 
face to face with the miracle and 
the mystery of the new birth. It 
is a fact and a puzzle, Our natural 
birth is a figure of this, Every 
new-born babe is a biological mir- 
acle, more than the wisest man 
can ever explain. So why should 
we question and quibble when we 
cannot explain all the mysteries 
of the new birth? Christ said to 
Nicodemus, “If I have told you 
earthly things, and ye believe not 
[that is, the fact, the miracle], 
how will ye believe if I tell you 
of heavenly things’ |that is, the 
mystery, the puzzle| (vs. 12). 

The Master gives the illustra- 
tion of the wind in verse 8: “The 
wind bloweth where it liSteth, and 
thou hearest the sound thereof, 
but canst not tell whence it com- 
eth, and whither it goeth: so is 
everyone that is born of the 
Spirit.” It is a fact and a puzzle. 
We find many evidences: of this 
in daily life. We daily accept 
countless things as facts which we 
cannot explain. Do any of my 
readers know how a black cow can 
eat green grass, and give white 
milk with yellow butter in it? 
Not many or any. Yet most of us 
like milk on our breakfast cereal 
and cream in our coffee. 

All over America multitudes ev- 
ery autumn eat luscious water- 
melon. Can anyone explain how a 
little brown seed can be buried in 
the ground, and grow watermel- 
ons? There under the influence of 
sun and shower, warmth and wet, 
it takes off its coat and goes to 
work. Out of its rotting self it 
sends a long white string. Through 
that living string it pushes two 
hundred and fifty thousand times 
its own weight. On the surface end 
of the string it builds an oblong 
affair with a green and white sur- 
face. Inside the skin is a layer 
of white and then a core of red 
filled with sweet moisture. All 
through this red center are little 
brown seeds, all capable of doing 


the same thing all over again.’ 


Thousands eat the sweet and juicy 
slices but have no idea Ww na- 
ture produced it. They accept the 
fact. 


| know not why God's wondrous grace 
To me He hath made known, 
Nor why, unworthy, Christ in love 
Redeemed'me for His own. 
But | know whom | have believed, 
And am persuaded that He is able 
To keep that which I've committed 
Unto Him against that day. 


Look at the 14th, 15th, and 16th 
verses of our chapter: 

“And as Moses lifted up the 
serpent in the wilderness, even 
so must the Son of man be lifted 
up: That whosoever believeth in 
him should not perish, but have 


eternal life. For God so loved the 
world, that he gawe his only be- 
gotten Son, that whosoever be- 
lieveth in him should not perish, 
but have everlasting life.” 

Will you look to Christ and live? 
Leave the miracle with the Lord. 
Look and live. There is ltfe for a 
look at the crucified one. 


In your place condemned He stood, 
Sealed your pardon with His blood, 
Hallelujah! What a Saviour. 


“But for us also, to whom it 
shall be imputed, if we believe on 
him that raised up Jesus our Lord 
from the dead; Who was delivered 
for our offences, and was raised 
again for our justification” (Rom. 
4:24, 25). : 

Will you personally appropriate 
His saving power? Only believe 
and live. 


There is life for a look at the Crucified One, 

There is life at this moment for thee; 

Then look, sinner, look unto Him, and be 
saved, 

Unto Him who was nailed to the tree. 


In John 1:12 we read, “As many 
as received him, to them gave he 
power |the right or privilege! 
to be called the sons of God, even 
to them that believe on his name.” 
In I John 5:12 we read again, “He 
that hath the Son hath life; and 
he that hath not the Son of God 
hath not life.” 

Nothing could be plainer, noth- 
ing more simple. Do you believe 
what God says in His Word about 
you as a sinner and Christ as the 
Saviour? 


Ye children of men, attend to the Word 
So solemnly uttered by Jesus the Lord; 

And let not this message to you be in vain, 
“Ye must be born again.” 


And finally, let us look at 


III. Some Samples of the 
New Birth 

The Christian.faith has ample 
evidences. The trophies of God’s 
grace are tremendous. The monu- 
ments of God’s mercy are many. 
By the Word and the Spirit cruel 
men have been made kind. By the 
Gospel drunken sots have been 
turned into sober saints, savages 
transformed into saints, and 
countless cannibals made Chris- 
tians. 

What of Saul of Tarsus? His 
conversion is one of the world’s 
wonders. He was a vowed enemy 


.| of every Christian. He was a man 


of great mental equipment and 
training, Paul was a scholar of his 
age. Bound for Damascus, he was 
armed with authority to butcher 
the believers, to kill all the Chris- 
tians. Then Christ met him and 
grace radically revolutionized this 
rebel. Saul becomes Paul. The 
butcher becomes the blesser, the 
antagonist the peerless apostle, 
the murde¥er becomes the mighty 
missionary. 

See that man bowing on Pilate’s 
stairway in Rome? See him going 
up on his knees the steps of the 
Sancta Scala? Suddenly he seems 
to jump for joy. Light has shone 
in and he cries, “The just shall 
live by faith’ (Rom. 1:17). Martin 
Luther has risen to his feet and 
Europe was shaken. 

Stanley the traveler said that 
when he went to Africa to find 
Livingstone he was the _ biggest 
atheist in London. But when He 
found Livingstone he found Living- 
stone’s Saviour. Stanley was born 
again. When dying he said to his 
brokenhearted wife, “Do not weep 
for me; we shall meet again.” That 
last message came from the man 
who previously was the biggest 
atheist in London. 


That is the new birth... 


What of John Bunyan, Sam 
Hadley, Jerry McAuley, Mel Trot- 
ter, and a multitude of twice-born 
souls? The writer of this message 
need not delve into history to find 
evidence, samples of the new birth. 
He could give his own personal 
testimony. He can tell of countless 
ones who, under his own humble 
ministry, have been bern again 
and whose lives are a daily wit- 
ness to God’s transforming grace. 
He could tell of many who for 
years never saw the inside of a 
church, whose hearts and homes 
were seething with unrest. Today 
these men, formerly fallen, now 
walk perpendicular before God 
and men. 

Immoral man, sin-seered, Devil 
driven! You must be born again, 
You can be born again. Moral man, 
reeking with respectability, re- 
ligious and cultured man and 
woman! You too must be born 
again. This message ‘is for Nico- 
demus with his culture, and for 
the woman at the wellside with © 
her corruption. 


Though Christ a thousand times 
In Bethlehem be born, 

If He’s not born in Thee, 
Thy soul is all forlorn. 


It is said that some years ago 
there was an old tug on the 
Thames that had a bad reputa- 
tion, It had a drunken skipper 
and often came up the Thames to 
dock like a water spider jumping 
here and there. It was called “Old 
Bust-em-up”’ because of its deeds. 
It would often bump into a barge 
and just miss another tug. More 
than once the dock had to be re- 
pajred because “Old Bust-em-up” 
would come in at half steam. 
Whenever the news got around 
that she was coming in to dock, 
crowds would gather to watch the 
performance. 

One day the news went around 
the wharf area that the note- 
worthy tug was on her way in. 
People came to watch, but they 
got fooled. She was coming up 
the river straight and true and at 


proper speed. Controversy com- 
menced. Some said it was not 
“Bust-em-up.” Others said they 
were sure it was. Finally one 
shouted over the water through 


a megaphone, ‘‘What’s the name 
of the tugboat coming up?” The 
answer came ringing back over 
the water, ‘‘This is ‘Old Bust-em- 
up’ with a new skipper on board.” 
That was the secret. Another hand 
was on the helm. 

That is illustrative of the new 
birth. 

“He that hath the Son hath 
life” (I John 5:12). Take the Pilot 
on board. Let the pierced hand 
hold the helm of your heart. Open 
the heart’s door and let the Sav- 
iour in. 


0 ye who would enter that glorious rest, 

And sing with the ransomed the song of 
of the blest; 

The life everlasting if ye would obtain, 

“Ye MUST be born again.” 


1 ne: End— 
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The Editor's Notes 


(Continued from page 2) 

he 

Lord by sending a large gift as a 

permanent spiritual investment in 

the Sword of the Lord and help 

us to carry on this nonprofit evan- 
gelistic and Christian work. 


eee 


Dr. Moyer’s Sermons 


Readers will be glad to see an 
ad in THE SWORD OF THE LORD an- 
nouncing sermons by the late Dr. 
Robert L. Moyer for sale. He was 
a noble man of God, our beloved 


Sign in a Chicago Liquor Store 


Since you cannot refrain from 
drinking, why not start a saloon in 
your own home? Be the only 
customer and you will not have 
to buy a license. Give your wife 
$55 to buy a case of whiskey. 
There are 240 drinks in a case. 
Buy all your drinks from your 
wife at 60 cents a drink and in 12 


friend, one of the finest and sweet- 
est Bible teachers. Get his books 
if you can, 


days (when the case is gone) your 
wife will have $89 to put in the 
bank and $55 to buy another case. 
It you live ten years and continue 
to buy all your whiskey from your 
wife and then die in your boots, 
your widow will have $27,085.47 
on deposit . . . enough to bring up 
your children, pay off the mort- 
gage on the house, marry a decent 
man and forget she ever knew a 
bum like you. 


“Great Chapters of the Bible” 


Judges 16 


Samson 


(All scriptural clues from Judges 16 unless another reference is given) 


Clues Across 
2,5, 7 “And Samson said, 
i with the Philis- 
tines. And he bowed himself’ 
9 “the dead which he slew —_---- 
his death”’ 
“There hath not come a 
upon mine head”’ 
“ask it either in the depth, ~~~ 
in the height above” Isa. 7 


14 Samson buried near here 

16 “Herod .. « Madean —.... un- 
to them” Acts 12 

18 an animal Solomon imported 


(I Kings 10:22) 
affirms to be true 
_ 22 “And Samson said, Let me 


when toucheth the fire’ 
a chief ruler about David (II 
Sam. 20:26) 


26 a son of Canaan (Gen, 10:15) 

Zo “the rain... 2 - nourish it” 
Isa. 44 

30 “Straightway the spirit ~----~- 


him” Mark 9 
“‘T am... the beginning and 
SOE occ ” Rev. 1 


pillars” 

“but godliness with content- 

ment is great .-____” I Tim, 6 

“the dead ... were more than 

they which he in his 

life’’ 

a. amet 

put out his eyes.” 

a book of maps 

the son of Abdiel (I Chron. 5: 

15) 

judged Israel twenty years, but 

died with his enemies 

woman who caused Samson’s 

defeat 

“And wist not that the 

Lord was departed from him” 

Initials for: 

(a) town where Samson car- 
ried gates to the top of a 
hill 

(b) town where Samson’s first 
wife lived (Judg. 14:1) 


took him, and 


Clues Down 
1 “I have been.a __.—.— unto God 
from my mother’s womb” 


Deadline: March 2, 1959 


2 [3 [4 


3 a period of time 

4 stopping place of children of 
Israel during wilderness wan- 
derings (Num, 33:26) 

5 debatable 

6 “he that refuseth reproof ~--_” 
Prov. 10:17 

7 with spots 

8 part of the eye 


10 ‘“‘carried them up to the —_---- 
of an hill” 

13 “then shall I be weak, and be 
aR man” 

lp: Saree FS VOUT Sc... in heav- 
en”’ Matt. 5 

17 “he planteth an —__--_ , and the 


‘rain doth nourish it’ Isa. 44 


20 “she caused him to shave off 
Ngee ee OS seven locks of his head” 

23 ‘“‘she fastened -.--- with the 
in” 

Zo. so that the city ou. again” 
I Kings 1:45 

27 “carried them up —.-.-. the 


top of a hill’ 

“whosoever shall keep the whole 
law, and yet 
point” James 2 

31 number of people in the ark 
(I Pet. 3) 

“many of them that sleep in 
the... _ of the earth shall 
awake” Dan. 12 


34 “I will fasten him as a —~___-_- ¥ 
Isa, 22:23 

35 a venemous lizard (___--- mon- 
ster) 

37 first. three letters. of a hard 


stone, used to describe determi- 
nation in Isa, 50:7 
“the poor man 
save one little 
Sam. 12 

first three letters of first month 
of Jewish calendar (Esther 3:7) 
“there hath not come a razor 
upon mine —_---~ 2 

bucket 

Re ea. 
lords of 


had _ nothing, 
lamb” II 


and called for ‘the 
the Philistines” 
loved a woman in the 
valley of Sorek” 
“ Lord God! wilt thou 
destroy all the residue?” Ezek. 9 
“CQ Lord God, remember —-__-~- 
I pray thee” 

51 king of Bashan (Num. 32:33) 
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Mail to: Puzzle Editor, Sword of the Lord, Wheaton, Illinois 
PRINT CLEARLY 


Name 


1 Address 


s City 


ree ee 


Zone____ State 


(Cut along dotted lines) 


i diietaninal (s)- In one-4. 


for correct, prompt answers to 


Puzzle Number 8 


Sword Song Souvenir 


Songs and Choruses 
by 
Drs. John R. and Bill Rice 


Prepared as an insert to Sword 
Revival Song Book. Contains pic- 
tures of the Sword Co-operating 


Board, Dr. Rice, giant revival 
crowd, the Rice revival in Cleve- 
land, Ohio. It has the words and 
music of five popular gospel chor- 
uses by John R. Rice, two full- 
length songs by Dr. Rice, one 
lovely chorus by Dr. Bill Rice. 

The songs and choruses are: 
“Souls Are Dying”; “Come Holy 
Spirit”; “Open Your Heart’s 
Door’; “We'll Never Say Good- 
By”; “Sing As You Ride’; “Jesus 
Is a Man of Sorrows”; “The Price 
of Revival’; ‘Remembering in 
Heaven.” 

These songs are sung in the 
large Sword conferences on revival 
and soul winning. This Sword Song 
Souvenir has 8 large pages. We 
think you will like it. Is given ab- 
solutely free to those who get Puz- 
zie Number 8 correct. 


— —— 


The Fall of a Preacher 


(Continued from page 1) 


his character perhaps, Peter was 
called “‘the rock.” He was not bed- 
rock and foundation stone like the 
Lord Jesus, but at least a stone, 
and that is why we call him Peter 
instead of his original name, Si- 
mon. 

It was Peter who was selected 
in some typical way for special 
honor when Jesus said, “And I 
will give unto thee the keys of 
the kingdom of heaven” (Matt. 
16:19). The promise of binding and 
loosing, remitting and retaining 
sins, was not given to Peter alone, 
as our Catholic friends sometimes 
think, but to all the apostles 
(John 20:23), and in some sense 
we believe to all who receive the 
Holy Spirit as these apostles did 
in the preceeding verse. But Peter 
seems to have been selected to 
make the first great public proc- 
lamation of the Gospel at Pente- 
cost, after Christ’s ascension, and 
the first also to take the Gospel 
to the Gentile house of Cornelius. 


Neither Peter nor any other man 
in New Testament times was a 
pope. Peter was not the head of 
“the church” in any Catholic de- 
nominational sense. The Bible nev- 
er indicates that he even went to 
Rome. But Peter was the most 
prominent of all the § twelve 
apostles, and the most prominent 
Christian alive when he denied 
Jesus Christ and cursed and swore 
and lied and quit the ministry! 


In a brief index in my Bible, 
thirty-threé incidents in the life 
of Peter are mentioned, and only 
fourteen in the life of the next 
most prominent of the original 
twelve, that is John. Thirty-five 


‘incidents are mentioned in the life 


of the Apostle Paul, but since the 
incidents in the life of Peter are 
often mentioned four times in the 
four Gospels, Peter is given more 
prominence in this index than any 
other man in the New, Testament 
besides the Lord Jesus. 


My, what a scandal it was in 
Jerusalem when Simon Peter, the 
quick-spoken and sometimes self- 
appointed spokesman of the other 
apostles, got in with the wrong 
crowd watching the trial of Jesus, 
lost his courage, denied the Lord 
Jesus and blasphemed! 


Surely ‘this shows that the sin 
of Peter, the most prominent of 
the twelve, is intended to warn us 
that we too, ordinary human be- 
ings great or small, baby Chris- 
tians or learned _ theologians, 
should with the deepest concern 
face the temptations which await 
us, as they awaited and trapped 
Peter! 


Not only weak Christians fall 
into serious sin, but strong ones. 
Not only lay people, but preachers. 
Not only the careless worldling, 


THE RULES 


1. Fill in the empty blanks ac- 
cording to the clues given. An- 
swers must be complete and cor- 
rect, | 

2. PRINT (not write) your name 
and address in the blank below the 
puzzle. (Please include country in 
foreign addresses.) This coupon 
will serve as your address label for 
the envelope containing your prize. 
Mail to: PUZZLE EDITOR, THE 
SWORD OF THE LorD, Wheaton, IIli- 
nois. If you do not wish to cut up 
your copy of the paper, you may 
print (not more than three inches 
wide) on a separate sheet of paper 
your name and address, and the 


‘answers according to the clue 


numbers given. Entries will not be 
returned. 

3. In order for you to receive the 
puzzle premium, Sword Song Sou- 
venir, your entry must be post- 
marked by midnight, March 2, 
1959. If your paper arrives after 
the deadline date, please place the 
date of arrival on the entry. The 
answer to Puzzle Number 8 will 
appear in the March 13 issue of 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD. 


entry will receive a coupon along 
with the weekly prize. Save these 


cowpons! They are important! At 


the end of the year those who 
have forty-eight coupons will re- 
ceive a large-type, clothbound Sco- 
field Reference Bible. Please re- 
member that the coupons which 
you have are the only record of 


your correct entries. It will be 
your responsibility to keep the 
coupons. In addition, note that 


coupons may not be exchanged 
with one another. The winning of 
a Bible is on an individual and not 


a group basis. Also, duplicate 
coupons will not count as two 


4. Each person having a correct 


GOLIATH J 


taunting strutted 


Boasting, he 
around, 

Thought not his equal could ever 
be found; 

He merely measured his length on 
the ground, 

Poor, foolish Goliath. 

The Philistines fled from 
field in a clatter 

Never quite realized what was 
the matter; 

But the story about them has been 
told ever after 

And brawny Goliath. 


—KEdna J. Stauffer 


the 


separate coupons. When you re- 
ceive dupiicate copies of the cou- 
pons and prizes, please return the 
extra copies. Please limit all cor- 


respondence to only “necessary 
items, and always include your 
complete address. 
Answer to Puzzie No. 5 
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but the most devoted of God’s chil- 
dren. They like Peter disgrace 
their profession, lose their testi- 
mony, lose the sweet sense of 
God’s presence by outrageous sin. 


3. Note the Serious, Scandalous 
Nature of Peter’s Sin 


I fear that familiarity has bred 
contempt, and the story of Peter’s 
backsliding is so old to us’ that 
we are not shocked as we ought 
to be by the scandalous, outrag- 
eous nature of Peter’s sin. 

First, Peter denied that he was 


a disciple of the Lord Jesus. He 
denied that he even knew Jesus. 
The Scripture says, “But a certain 
maid beheld him as he sat by the 
fire, and earnestly looked upon 


him and said, This man was also. 


with him. And he denied him, say- 
ing, Woman, I know him not. And 
after a little while another saw 
him, and said, Thou art also of 
them. And Peter said, Man, I am 
not” (Luke 22:56-58). And he re- 
peated that denial a third time. 
Peter did not claim to be a Chris- 
tian, did not claim to love and 
follow the Lord Jesus or even to 
know Him. 


This was not only a denial of 
Jesus, but an outright lie. And 
lying is put in the Ten Command- 
ments along with murder. and 
adultery as a terrible sin. 

But Peter sinned yet more. 
“And after a while came unto him 
they that stood by, and said to 
Peter, Surely thou also art one of 
them; for thy speech bewrayeth 
thee. Then began he to curse and 
to swear, Saying, I know not the 
man...” (Matt. 26:73, 74). 


I have no doubt that Peter as a 
poor unconverted lost fisherman 
was profane. Now the apostle re- 
verts to the speech of the blas- 
phemer. The child of God repudi- 
ates his position with Jesus and 
his love for the Lord Jesus, and 
with it repudiates righteousness. 


Do not misunderstand me. I do 
not say that Peter now did not 
love the Lord. I am sure he did. 
I do not say that Peter now did 
not want to do right anymore. I 
am sure that he did.: There is 
overwhelming evidence on_ that 
point and we will discuss it later, 
but certainly Peter here openly 
claimed the position of an ungod- 
ly man. I do not wonder that he 
then decided to quit the ministry 
and gd back to the fishing busi- 
ness. Perhaps he thought that his 
sin was so great that Christ would 
never forgive him. Perhaps. he 
may have “forgotten that he was 
purged from his old sins’ as he 


| himself was inspired to write later 


about some Christians (II Peter 
1:9). Perhaps he felt that people 
would never now listen to him 
preach after such a scandalous sin. 

I press this matter because some 
Christians need to know that a 
child of Gqd, if not on his guard, 
may be led into the most outrag- 
eous and coarse sins. A David 
may commit adultery or murder. 
A Lot may let his town go to Hell 
and get drunk and ruin his daugh- 
ters. A Samson may fall in love 
with Delilah and lose his power 
with God. A Peter, the apostle, 
may curse and swear and deny the 
Lord Jesus and quit the ininistry. 

And let us remember that this 
sin came through a man who 
shortly before had solemnly vow- 
ed, “Though all men shall be of- 
fended because of thee, yet will 
I never be offended”; and again; 
“Though I should die with thee, 
yet wiil I not deny thee” (Matt. 
26:33, 05). | 

That vow of Peter was as sin- 
cere as any holy vow and pledge 
9 Christian ever makes, doubtless. 
Peter did love the Lord Jesus 
enough to die for-TTim. In fact he 
did die for Jesus in a martyr’s 
death, as Jesus plainly foretold 
when He took Peter into Ilis arms 
and service and fellowship afresh 
in John 21:18, 19. Thus good 
Christians, men and woman of 
prayer and of holy intentions and 
of genuine consecration, need to 
beware lest they fall into the 
snare of Satan as did Peter. 


4. Peter Did Not Lose His 
Salvation 

Peter lost his joy. He went out 
and wept bitterly. Peter lost his 
testimony. He quit preaching and 
went back to the fishing business. 
Peter lost his fellowship with the 
Saviour, and when he saw the Lord 
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Jesus looking at him, he felt so 
condemned that he turned and 
went away into that spring night 
to weep. But Peter did not lose 
his salvation. Scripture never 
mentions nor hints such a thing. 
In fact Satan desired to sift him, 
without hope of damning him. And 
Jesus said, “I have prayed for 
thee, that thy faith fail not.” That 
saving faith, a committal which 
had already taken place once and 
for all, could not be repealed or 
undone. At least the Lord Jesus 
kept Peter safe when he was 
tempted of Satan, 

We had just as well face this, 
that .if the Devil could get Peter, 
he could get anybody else. If Peter 
had to earn his salvation by faith- 
fulness, then so would all of us 
have to earn our salvation. And if 
Peter’s grievous sin could damn 
his soul after he has been under 
the blood, after he has been made 
a child of God, after he has a 
changed heart, then our sins could 
damn us, too. Remember = that 
“whosoever shall keep the whole 
law, and yet offend in one point, 
he is guilty of all” (James 2:10), 
so that even to have respect of 
persons breaks all the law of God. 
And if the cursing and swearing 
and denying of Jesus would lose 
Peter’s salvation, then an _ idle 
word or a bad thought or a- mo- 
ment’s neglect of prayer wouid 
damn all of the rest of us. 

No, salvation has to be all of 
grace, with God saving people who 
do not deserve it, on the merits 
of the atoning death of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, or there is no salva- 
tion for sinners. We cannot dis- 
cuss in detail here the matter of 
a Christian’s losing salvation. 
That is not what the Bible is talk- 
ing about in the story of Peter’s 
backsliding. We are now studying 
what God’s Word says about a 
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“And the Lord turned, and looked upon Peter.. And Peter remembered the word of 


a Preacher 


what 


a certain maid beheld him as he 
sat by the fire, and earnestly 
looked wpon him, and said, This 
man was also with him. And he 
denied him, saying, Woman, I 
know him not. And after a little 
while another saw him, and said, 
Thou art also of them. And Peter 
said, Man, I am not. And about 
the space of one hour after an- 
other confidently affirmed, saying, 
Of a truth this fellow also was 
with him: for he is a Galilaean. 
And Peter said, Man, I know not 
thou sayest. And immedi- 
ately, while he yet spake, the cock 
crew. And the Lord turned, and 
looked upon Peier. And Peter re- 
membered the word-of the Lord, 
how he had said unto him, Before 
the cock crow, thou shalt deny me 
thrice. And Peter went out, and 
wept bitterly.”—Luke 22:54-62. 
From the above Scripture and 
others, we see some of the ele- 
ments in Peter’s fall into sin. 


1. Peter Was Victim of a Direct 
Onslaught of Satan 

Jesus told Peter, “Simon, Simon, 
behold, Satan hath desired to have 
you, that he may sift you as 
wheat” (Luke 22:31). So we know 
that Satan, the master of demons. 
a personal Devil who hates God 
and hates Christians, set out to 
trap Peter and lead him to sin. 

Christians have the solemn 
warning, “Put on the whole ar- 
mour of God, that ye may be able 
to stand against the wiles of the 
devil. For we wrestle not against 
flesh and blood, but against prin- 
cipalities, against powers, against 
the rulers of the darkness of this 
world, against spiritual wickedness 
in high places’ (Eph. 6:11, 12). 
Every Christian needs to put on 
the whole armour of God and to 
be strong in the Lord to resist 
Satan. Peter was the object of 
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the Lord, hew he had said unto him, Before the cock crow, thou shalt deny me 
thrice. And Peter went out, and wept bitterly.”,-—Luke 22:61, 62. 


Christian who falls into sin, loses | 


his joy, brings disgrace on the 
cause of Christ, loses his. testi- 
mony, and how that man was re- 
stored to fellowship and joy and 
usefulness as God’s_ anointed 
preacher! 

Peter’s sin was terrible sin, but 
thank God, there is a happy end- 
ing to the sad story. 


Ii. The Elements in Peter’s 
Fall 

What were the elements that led 
to Peter’s shocking, scandalous 
backsliding? Let us note care- 
fully the things that had part in 
Peter’s shameful failure, and the 
breaking of his holy resolves. 

Let us read the sad story of 
Peter’s disgrace and sin. 

“Then took they him, and led 
him, and brought him into the 
high priest’s house. And Peter fol- 
lowed afar off. And when they had 
kindled a fire in the midst of the 
hall, and were set down together, 


Peter sat down among them. But 


direct attack, as God’s children 
often are. 


We know that Satan is called 
“the accuser of our brethren... 
which accused them before our 
God day and night” (Rev. 12:10). 

In the Lord’s Prayer, the model 
prayer, the Saviour. taught us to 
pray, “And lead us not into temp- 
tation, but deliver us from evil.” 
But the deliverance we are to seek 
for is not so much a deliverance 
from evil circumstances as from 
that evil being, Satan, the evil 
one. ; 

Once a preacher said to me, 
“You talk about Satan’s opposing 
God’s work and attacking God’s 
workers. I could not say- that he 
bothers me. I am not conscious 
of direct attack.” 

I answered, “If you twisted Sa- 
tan’s tail as much as I do, he would 
bother you! The man whose minis- 
tries gets drunkards converted, re- 
establishes broken homes, and de- 
livers young people from. the curs- 
ed unbelief of modernism, as God 


has allowed my poor ministry to 


do, in so many thousands of cases, 
would be hated by Satan and at- 
tacked.” 


I remember that the Apostle 
Paul had “a thorn in the flesh, 
the messenger of Satan”™ to buffet 
him (II Cor. 12:7). Satan used 
Delilah to trap Samson; he tried 
to use Potiphar’s wife to ruin 
Joseph. Satan tried to use the 
king’s meat and wine to cause 
Daniel to forsake his holy vows 
and clean life and to use the king’s 
idolatrous order to keep Daniel 
from praying at the open window 
for fear of the lions’ den. 

Some twenty odd years ago Dr. 
Sam Morris was pastor of the 
First Baptist Church of Stamford, 
Texas. I was pastor of the Gali- 
lean Baptist Church in Dallas. Dr. 
Morris suggested I should come 
and preach on Sunday in his pul- 
pit, and then that he and his wife 
and my wife and I could go out 
to New Mexico to visit Carlsbad 
Caverns, thus celebrating our wed- 
ding anniversary. 


As we drove from Dallas to 
Stamford we passed through 
Weatherford and bought one of 
those large Parker County water- 
melons and kept it in the car. 
Then after preaching at Stamford 
on Sunday we arose early Monday 
morning to drive out to Carlsbad 
Caverns. 


There had been a rain. I said, 
“If; we can find a dry spot, we 
will stop and cut that big water- 
melon.” So it was suggested ‘that 
we take the watermelon over on 
the ballaster of the Missouri-Paci- 
fic Railroad track which ran be- 
side the highway and where, out 
of the mud, we could sit on the 
rails and enjoy the melon. 

Mrs. Rice sat on the edge of a 
concrete culvert. The rest of us sat 
in a row on the rail and ate the 
heart of that luscious melon. Sud- 
denly, something caused me_ to 
turn my head. Was it some al- 
most imperceptible tremor in the 
rail? Was it the brush of an 
angel’s wing on my cheek? Was it 
some sweet prompting of the 
Spirit of God? I turned and saw 
bearing down upon us ai swift 
passenger train running perhaps 
80 or 90 miles an hour on the same 
track. There was no whistle. I 
think the engineer never saw US. 
I seized Brother Morris’ arm and 
called for him to jump. He saw 
the train and seized Mrs. Morris’ 
arm and as we arose from the 
track that monster roared by us, 
missing us only by scant inches! 

We stopped and thanked God 
for His loving care, conscious that 
“the angel of the Lord encampeth 
round about them that fear him, 
and delivereth them.” But I was 
deeply conscious of a terrible evil 
presence. I could not see the Old 
Serpent. Satan was not visible, 
but I.was as conscious of his waves 
of hate over me as if I had seen 
a monster with horns and hoofs 
and pitch-fork, breathing smoke 
and smelling of brimstone! It 
seemed as if Satan said to me, “I 
almost got you! I hate you. I 
will stop you yet!’ 

Dr. Sam Morris was then ris- 
ing to great heights with his 
“Voice of Temperance’’ broadcast, 
which has led over five thousand 
drunkards to turn to Christ and be 
saved and has changed countless 
homes, has encouraged thousands 
of preachers to speak out against 
drink, has influenced the votes of 
hundreds of thousands of people 
who have voted precincts and 
counties and states dry. Satan 
hated Dr. Sam Morris’ work and 
would have slain him. 

I was soon to laungh out into 
nation-wide evangelism, and _ to 
undertake by God’s help, with un- 
ceasing toil and with such sacri- 
fices as only God knows, and such 
burden, to bring back mass evan- 
gelism to America. Already I had 
had major campaigns in Texas and 
Oklahoma cities. Satan hated that 
work and would have killed me or 
ruined me, 

So Satan had pleaded for the 
privilege of sifting Peter and he 
tricked Peter, trapped him, and 
led him into shameful sin. 

Christian, put on the whole 
armour of God! It was this same 
man Peter who was inspired to 
write later, “Be sober, be vigilant; 
because your adversary the devil, 
as a roaring lion, walketh about, 
seeking whom. he may devour: 
Whom resist stedfast in the faith 

.. (JT Peter 5:8, 9). 


2. The Lord Jesus Knew of Satan’s 
Attack and Permitted It! 


Jesus warned Peter, “Satan 
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hath desired to have you, that he 
may sift you as wheat: But I have 
prayed for thee, that thy faith 
fall not. is.” 


Jesus knew about Satan’s par- 
ticular attack on Peter. It seems 
that Satan must have asked spe- 
cial permission of the Lord Jesus 
to tempt Peter, and for holy rea- 
sons which Peter'did not immedi- 
ately know, Jesus allowed it. 


So it was with Job. “Now,there 
was«a day-when the sons of God 
came to present themselves before 
the Berd, and Satan.came also 
among them,’ we are told. “And 
the Lord said unto Satan, Hast 
thou considered my servant Job, 
that there is none like him in the 
earth, a perfect and an upright 
man, one that feareth God, and 
escheweth evil? Then Satan an- 
swered the Lord, and said, Doth 
Job fear God for nought?” and 
Satan insisted that God should 
take away Job’s family, house, and 
substance, and he taunted God 
that Job “will curse thee to thy 


| face” (Job 1:6, 8, 9, 11). 


But with the family, servants, 
children and flocks and herds and 
possessions all gone, Job still did 
not sin. So Satan came again to 
God and insisted on the privilege 
of touching Job’s body to make 
him turn from God. ‘‘And the Lord 
said unto Satan, Behold, he is in 
thine hand; but save his life’ (Job 
2:6). So Job’s body was covered 
with boils; his wife taunted him 
that he should curse God and die; 
and his “friends” came to insist 
that he had committed some hor- 
rible sin and was being punished 
for his sins. 

So it is clear that Satan asks 
God to be allowed to tempt and 
try Christians, and that God, in 
His own wisdom and love, permits 
the amount and the kind of temp- 
tation which He knows will be 
good for us and for the glory of 
God. 

Oh, thank God that we have 
the record of Job’s temptation and 
trial. ““Behold, we count them hap- 
py which endure. Ye have heard 
of the patience of Job and have 
seen the end of the Lord; that the 
Lord is very pitiful, and of tender 
mercy” (James 5:11). 

Often Satan in his effort to de- 
stroy God’s’ children and God’s 
work is overruled by God. He 
makes the trial end in His own 
glory and the good of His people. 

It is good to know that Satan 
is limited by the constant watch- 
fulness of God. 

In Gadara two were possessed 
of devils and when they saw Jesus, 
these evil spirits cried out of the 
men, “What have we to do with 
thee, Jesus, thou Son of God? art 
thou comé hither to torment us 
before the time?” (Matt. 8:29). 
Demons know that they are des- 
tined for the lake of fire. They 
fear Jesus Christ and know they 
must obey Him. And so “the dev- 
ils besought him, saying, If thou 
cast us out, suffer us to go away 
into the herd of swine. And he 
said unto them, Go...” (Matt. 
8:31, 32). And so Jesus allowed 
these demons to take two thou- 
sand hogs down into the water of 
the sea and drown them. 

Why? Perhaps because the is- 
Sue would come clearly before 
men. Would they rather have just 
the demon-possessed men clothed 
and in their right minds, happy 
with the Lord, or would they rath- 
er have their possessions? At any 
rate Jesus allowed the damage 
for His own purpose. And so, the 
prince of devils himself must ask 
permission when he attacks some 
Christian. And in God’s loving 
merey that permission is some- 
times granted. 

We remember. that Joseph’s 
brothers tried to kill him, sold him 
into slavery. And Joseph at last 
was able to see this truth and 
tell them, “Ye thought evil against 
me; but God meant it unto good” 
(Gen. 50:20). And so, so often as 
God overcomes the plans of wick- 
ed mén, for His own glory, so 
He overcomes the plans of Satan, 
too, to His glory and to our 

Let us remember that Petér did 
not need to sin. Jesus had warned 
him solemnly, “What, could ye 
not watch with me one hour? 
Watch and pray, that ye enter 
not into temptation: the spirit in- 
deed is willing, but the flesh is 
weak” (Matt. 26:40, 41). Peter 
could have been watchful and 
prayerful and could have avoided 
entering into the temptation pre- 
sented him. 

Yes, and we have the plain 
promise of God, “‘There hath no 
temptation taken you but such 
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as is common to man; but God is 
faithful, who will not suffer you 
to be tempted above that ye are 
able; but will with the temptation 
also make a way of escape, that 
ye may be able to bear it’ (I Cor. 
10:13). I do not say that the Lord 
caused Peter’s fall, but I say the 
Lord Jesus permitted the tempta- 
tion and trial. In knowing all 
things, He knew that Peter under 
the circumstances would deny 
Him, but Peter need not have done 
So. 


3. Peter Had a Carnal Nature 
Friendly to Sin 

It is bad enough that Satan 
from the outside attacks a Chris- 
tian, and fools him and deceives 
him into sin. But it is a sadder 
truth that there is still in a Chris- 
tian a carnal nature which is 
friendly to sin, and is so suscepti- 
ble to temptation; It is bad enough 
to have an enemy battering at the 
castle gates trying to get in, but 
it is worse that there is a sly one 
on the inside, winking at the 
enemy through the cracks, and 
ready to be tempted and bribed 
into opening the doors! 

The unconverted man has one 
nature, the old man, the unregen- 
erate nature. The converted man, 
born again, still has the old na- 
ture, but he has a new nature too. 
That makes a constant conflict, 
“For the flesh lusteth against the 
Spirit, and the Spirit against the 
flesh: and these are contrary the 
one to the other: so that ye can- 
not do the things that ye would” 
(Gal. 5:17). Paul was conscious 
of this dual nature, this conflict. 
He said by divine inspiration, ‘“T 
find then a law, that, when I 
would do good, evil is present with 
me. For I delight in the law of 
God after the inward man: But I 
see another law in my members, 
warring against the law of my 
mind, and bringing me into cap- 
tivity to the law of sin which is 
in my members. O wretched man 
that I am! who shall deliver me 
from the body of this death? I 
thank God through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. So then with the mind 
I myself serve the law of God; 
but with the flesh the law of sin” 
(Rom, 7:21-25). 

Oh, Peter was saved, but he was 
not saved all over. I am saved, 
but I am not yet completely sav- 
ed. It is true that I have eternal 
life. I am born of God. My sins 
are forgiven and I am going to 
Heaven. I have been made a par- 
taker of the divine nature. And 
the Spirit of God dwells in me 
so that my body is the temple of 
the Holy Spirit. But my hair is 
getting gray, my teeth are wear- 
ing out, my steps are not so spry 
as those @f the vigorous athlete 
I once was! And sadly I find, as 


did Paul, “when I would do good,- 


evil is present with me.” I have 
vowed again and again never to 
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CLASSIFIED AD 


Rates 20c per word, minimum charge, $5. 
Include name, address, city, state in word 
eount. Cash te’accompany order. No billing 
on classified ads, please, except for custo- 
mers who already have accounts. Copy 18 
due three weeks in advance of publication 
date. 


SCOFIELD BIBLES 
Wholesale and retail. God stamping, thumb 
index. Write for literature. Fowlers’ Chris- 
tian Book Store, Hamburg, New York. 


” 


WANTED 

Executive Director for Christian Child 
Welfare Agency in center of Michigan. 
Agency services include: Institutional care, 
Foster Home care, Adoptions, Unwe 
mother counselling. Training and experi- 
ence in Social Work required, Good salary, 
many other benefits. Contact: Rev. Don- 
ald K. Olsen, First Baptist Church, 400 
Walnut Blvd, Rochester, Michigan. 


a e 


WANTED soe 

Fully trained caseworker for The Michigan 
Regular Baptist Children’s Home, St. 
Louis, Michigan. Unusual opportunity for 
the right person. Good salary, many other 
benefits. Contact: Rev. Donald K. Olsen, 
First Baptist Church, 400 Walnut Blivd., 
Rociester, Michigan. 


EMPLOYMENT SERVICES 
FLORIDA JOBS, all kinds, entire state, 
hundreds listed. WRITE Fastway. Service, 
Daytana Beach, Fla. 


EQUIPMENT WHOLESALE TO YOU! 

TAPE RECORDERS (including light, dur- 
able Hi-Fi), tapes, amplifiers (church, 
mobile), phonographs, Bible records, 
cameras, projectors, filmstrips, office 
equipment, mattresses, sewing machines, 
WHOLESALE to’ Christian workers, 
“Sword” readers, C. & D. Distributors, 
Box 5116-M, Orlando, Fla. 


AGENTS WANTED 
Run a spare-time Greeting Card and Gift 
Shop at home. Show friends samples of 
our wonderful new 41959 #£All-Occasion 
Greeting Cards and Gifts. Take their 
orders and earn up to 100% profit. No 
experience necessary. Costs nothing to try. 
Write today for samples on approval. Regal 
Greetings, Dept. 40, Ferndale, Michigan. 
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do wrong, but I do wrong. I make 
holy promises about how faithfully 
I will keep the secret place of 
prayer, and my Bible study, and 
the sweet fellowship of God, but 
I do not always do what I wanted 
and intended and promised God I 
would do. You see, I still have the 
old nature. With an old body I 
still have the spirit and nature of 
“the old man.” With my mind and 
heart I serve the law of God, but 
with my flesh the law of sin, as 
the Scripture puts it. 

A missionary to the Indians won 
an Indian man to Christ and nur- 
tured him in the Christian faith. 
But once the Indian came to his 
teacher greatly troubled to con- 
fess the conflicts and temptations 
that were constantly his. ‘“Two big 
dogs are fighting in here all the 
time,” he. said, pointing to his 
breast. “One a*big black.dog and 
one a white dog. They fight all 
the time!” The missionary saw the 
point and asked, “Which dog 
wins?” 

“The one I say 
said the Indian. 

Oh, I say, “O wretched man 
that I am! who shall deliver me 
from the body of this death?” as 
God’s inspired apostle wrote it. 
And Peter must have felt the-same 
thing. 

But we learn of a blessed time 
of deliverance at the rapture and 
resurrection, when we will get the 


sick-’'em_ to,” 


completed salvation which now 
we have only in part. Romans 8: 
21-23 tells us: 


“Because the creature itself also 
shall be delivered from the bond- 
age of corruption into the glorious 
liberty of the children of God. For 
we know that the whole creation 
groaneth.and travaileth in pain to- 
gether until now. And not only 


they, but ourselves also, which 
have the firstfruits of the Spirit, 
even we ourselves groan within 


ourselves, waiting for the adop- 
tion, to wit, the redemption of our 
body.” 

Oh, how happy we will be when 
this old carnal nature is redeemed, 
adopted, and made perfect, fit for 
that new nature which is already 
born of God. 

Peter fell into sin partly because 
of the leanings of the old nature, 
the taint that is in us all. He was 
susceptible to sin because he was 
a fallen man, and although he was 
saved, he still had the weakness 
of the flesh. 


4. Overpowering Circumstances, 
Sorrow, and Discouragement Con- 
tributed to Peter’s Sin 
I have said before that Peter’s 
sin was scandalous, disgraceful, 
and it was. But it is only fair to 
say that he faced a series of cir- 
cumstances that were overwhelm- 
ing. First, he did not fully under- 
stand why Jesus had given Him- 
self up to die. He had plainly told 
the disciples that He would be be- 
trayed by one of them, that He 
would be arrested, tried before the 
Sanhedrin, and then condemned to 
die. Peter in shocked unbelief re- 
buked Jesus, saying, “Be it far 
from thee, Lord: this shall not be 
unto thee.” But Jesus said unto 
Peter, “Get thee behind me, Sa- 
tan: thou art an offence unto me: 
for thou savourest not the things 
that be of God, but those that be 

of men” (Matt. 16:22, 23). 

Peter was heartbroken that one 
of the. intimate twelve should be- 
tray Jesus. He was heartsick that 
Jesus had planned and expected to 
die tomorrow in the most cruel 
fashion! It is true that Peter slept 
when Jesus was praying, but it is 
revealing that the Scripture says 
that Jesus “found them sleeping 
for sorrow” (Luke 22:45). Peter 
was overwhelmed with the sorrow 
that seemed to have no remedy, 
with the discouragement from 
what seemed utter failure, and 
with the wreck of all his hopes 
and all his plans to serve God! 

I grant that Peter ought to 
have had more faith. He ought 
to have understood something 
about the crucifixion, the resur- 
rection, as it seemed Mary of 
Bethany had when she anointed 
Christ for His burial. But Peter 
was a brokenhearted, discouraged 
man and he slept as a whipped 
child or a child taken away from 
its mother may sob himself to 
sleep. Peter slept for sorrow! 

And again when the multitude 
came to take Jesus, Peter took 


a Preacher 


the sword (had not Jesus told him 
to bring it?) and arose to defend 
the Saviour with valor and with 
sincere love. He cut off the ear 
of the servant of the high priest. 
But Jesus had Peter put up his 
sword, and He touched the ear 
and made it whole! Peter’s 
strength, his courage seemed to 
go for nothing. Peter had no way 
out! 

Before we condemn Peter with 
too much self-assurance, let us re- 
member that he had the kind of 
temptation which we, by God's 
mercy, probably never had. 

Before I speak too scornfully of 
the sot drunkard, let me remem- 
ber that I have never had _ his 
temptation. I grew up in a Chris- 
tian home. I never Knew more 
than the taste of a toddy, or more 
than a disgusting swallow of near 
beer. Had I had the rearing, or 
the associates, or the social stand- 
ards of another set, I, too, might 
have been a drunkard, but for the 
grace of God! 


Oh, the cards were surely 
stacked against Peter! Satan, the 
enemy of our souls, pulled all the 
wires and took advantage of all 
the sad circumstances when he 
was allowed to sift Peter! 


Who is there strong enough to 
meet Satan? “None of us, except 
as we prevail with God in prayer 
and in constant watchfulness and 
have God’s mighty help! So then 
I, who have sinned so often and 
so grievously, feel the deepest 
sympathy for Peter, overwhelmed, 
discouraged, sleepless so long, not 
allowed to use his strength, and 
his courage discounted and his lov- 
ing protest unheeded. I say the 
circumstances of which Satan was 
allowed to take advantage had a 
part in Peter’s fall. 


», Peter’s Lack of Prayer 
Left Him an Easy Victim for 
Satan’s Attack 

When Jesus arose from prayer 
and found his disciples ‘sleeping 
for sorrow,” He said unto them, 
“Why sleep ye? rise and pray, 
lest ye enter into’ temptation” 
(Luke 22:45, 46). But in Matthew 
26:40, 41 we find that Jesus par- 
ticularly “saith unto_-Peter, What, 


‘could ye not watch with me one 


hour? Watch and pray, that ye 
énter not into temptation....”’ So 
Jesus was. particularly warning 
Peter. 

And it is clear from this warn- 
ing that Peter had resources he 
did not use. Peter could have had 
strength to resist temptation, had 
he sought it. Peter could have 
prayed so that he would not have 
fallen into the temptation. 

That is the teaching too of the 
wonderful passage in Ephesians 6, 
where we are warned “to put on 
the whole armour of God, that 
ye may be able to stand against 
the wiles of the devil” (Eph. 6:12) 
After naming the girdle of truth, 
the breastplate of righteousness, 
the shoes of the Gospel, the shield 
of faith, the helmet of salvation, 
and the sword of.the Spirit, then 
the Holy Spirit insisted that the 
armour of God that will make us 
able to stand against the wiles of 
the Devil includes “praying always 
with all prayer and supplication 
in the Spirit, and watching there- 
unto with all perseverance and 
supplication...” (Eph. 6:18). 

An old song says 


The weakest saint upon his 
knees.”’ 

At any rate, Satan knows that 
persistent prayer, faithful watch- 
ing in prayer, is the way to de- 
feat Satan. The Christian is not 
left without resources. All the re- 
sources of God are at his hand, if 
he but holds on to God. No Chris- 
tian has to sin. 

Alas,..Peter was. self-confident. 
When Jesus had warned him of 
the coming temptation, “Peter 
answered and. said unto him, 
Though all men shall be offended 
because of thee, yet will I never 
be offended.” And then again he 
said, “Though I should die with 
thee, yet will I not deny thee’”’ 
(Matt. 26:33,.35). So Peter slept 
While Jesus prayed. He was ready 
to use his sword, but he had not 
taken time to make sure that he 
was forearmed against Satan’s as- 
sault. And then when temptation 
arose he fell. 

I heard the late P. W. Philpott, 


once pastor of the famous Moody 
Church, Chicago, tell of.a_ black- 
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smith he knew who was wonder- 
fully saved, but still had to con- 
stantly watch a violent temper. 
One time a quarrel arose in the 
church and a meeting of Christian 
men was called one night to talk 
and pray about the problem and 
if possible settle the quarrel. Dr. 
Philpott and big Bill went to the 
meeting. A mean and suspicious 
man made hot charges against the 
big blacksmith, reviled him, 
threatened him. Dr. Philpott said, 
“IT was afraid of what might hap- 
pen. I knew the violent temper 
big Bill had.” But the blacksmith 
remained calm and kindly, and at 
long last the little fellow who 
charged him and blamed him was 
sorry and apologized, and peace 
was made. 

As they walked home that night 
Dr. Philpott asked the  burley 
blacksmith, “How did you do it, 
Bill? I know the trouble you have 
with your temper, and the man 
was SO mean and_ unkind, it 
seemed you almost had a right to 
be angry. How did you hold your 
temper and remain so calm and 
kindly?” 

And the big man answered, “I 
was prayed up! I got ready for 
the meeting by waiting on God 
and seeking His face. So I had 
help when I needed it.” 

Oh, then let every Christian be- 
ware and “watch and pray, that 
ye enter not into’ temptation.” 
Peter failed for lack of prayer. 
And I daresay that nearly all of 
our failures, all of our sins, are 
because we did not pray as we 
ought. A Christian can have help, 
and he ought to seek God’s face 
daily to have it. 


6. Peter Sat Down by the Wrong 
Fire, in Bad Company 

We are told that when they led 
Jesus into the high priest’s house, 
“Peter followed -afar off. And 
when they had kindled a fire in 
the midst of the hall, and ‘were set 
down together, Peter sat down 
among them.” It was there by that 
fire, surrounded by the enemies of 
Christ, by the servants of the high 
priest and by the soldiers who 
would nail Jesus to the cross, that 
Peter was overwhelmed and so 
tempted. He denied that he knew 
Jesus and lied and cursed! It was 


in the wee small hours of the 
morning with the early spring 
coldness in the night. We are 
told, “And the servants -and of- 
ficers stood there, who had made 
a fire of coals; for it was cold: 
and they warmed themselves: and 
Peter stood with them, = and 
warmed himself” (John 18:18). 


Then again, we.are told, “And 
Simen Peter stood and warmed 
himself” (John 18:25). 

I have no doubt that the exhaus- 
tion, the chill of sleeping on the 
ground in the cold Garden. of 
Gethsemane, and now the’ shock 
and depression of Jesus’ arrest 
made Peter feel the cold all the 
more. But Peter had no business 
there warming himself by the De- 
vil’s fire, keeping company with 
those who hated Jesus and would 
soon kill Him! Another disciple, 
we suppose it was John, was 
known unto the high priest and 
so he gained entrance for himself 
and Peter. But I suppose John 
stood near to Jesus and thus no 
doubt identified himself. But 
Peter sat by the fire to one side, 
with the enemies of Christ: It was 
not so hard for Peter to deny that 
he knew Jesus, for he was already 
avoiding identification by associat- 
ing with:the servants of the high 


| priest and officers. 


I do not mean that Peter in- 
tended to deny Jesus. No, he had 
made ‘hoty vows, and he meant to 
keep them. But when One con- 
sents to wrong company, then he 
has already sealed his lips against 
protest. A preacher may run with 
modernists, but may say, “They 
shall put no strings on my mes- 
sage.” No, he has already limited 
his Own message when he seeks 
the association and_ fellowship 
of those who are enemies of Christ 
and the Bible. 

Marrying heathen _ princesses 
led Solomon in his old age to be an 
idolater. Falling in love and keep- 
ing company with Delilah sapped 
away Samson's strength and made 
him putty in her evil hands. Living 
down in Sodom and making his 
money out of association with the 
wicked and calling them brethren 
led to Lot’s ruin. No man ever 
did run with evil company with- 
out being influenced by them. 
“Blessed is the man that walketh 


not in the counsel of the ungodly, 
nor standeth in the way of sin- 
ners, nor sitteth in the seat of the 
scornful.” (Ps, 1:1). 

Once a drunkard was saved in 
a Sam Jones revival campaign. 
After years of long. habit, when 
that man went to town, he tied his 
horse at the hitching rack in front 
of the saloon. Sam Jones _ told 
him, “If you are going to live a 
Christian life, you will have to 
seek a new hitching rack.” The 
man who ties his horse in front 
of the saloon will soon be going 
in the saloon. The man _ who 
warms his hands by the Devil's 
fire will soon be falling to the 
Devil’s temptation: So. bad com- 
pany had a part in Peter’s shame- 
ful and scandalous backsliding. 

Next week this sermon will be 
continued. Look for “Peter Re- 
stored From Backsliding.’” Be 
sure that sinning Christians read 
these two messages. 


A Money-makin¢ 
(pportunity 


for men and women of character. 
Christian associates preferred. Exclu- 
sive franchises on the world’s newest 
invention, expected to replace a multi- 
million ‘dollar industry. Four hundred 
newspapers—magazines—radios and TV 
have told the nation about the magic 
circle diaper. The first and -only pin- 
less, esnapless, contoured, patented 
diaper. Print on plain velvelette cotton, 
earrving Parent’s and Good House 
keeping seal. Prominent Christian cor- 
poration is offering exclusive rights in 
your territory which can earn upwards 
to $1.000 per mpnth, part or full-time. 
$900 to $2900 required for lifetime dis- 
tributorship which can insure peace of 
mind, independence and security. Most 
of U.S.A., Hawaii, and Canada. open, 
This new exciting program endorsed Se 
world-famous ministers, columnists, doc- 
tors and department stores. Your letter 
should state territory desired, first and 
second choice; "phone number and 
church affiliation. 


Write to: 


ELSA CARROW 
International Franchise 
Opportunities, Inc. .. 
Suite 509 — Taft Bldgs 
Hollywood & Vine 
Hollywood, California 


“Satan trembles when he sees. 


eeeee eee eee eee eee eee eee eee eee ee ee 


T 
*Q 


a 
. . 
° 


e* 
. 
** 
*. 
iJ 
* 
* oP 
o,°, 
. 


4 “fr A/ 


MISSIONARY 


WHERE THOUSA 
DOCUMENTARY 


FILMS i= 


Send for catalogue of beautiful 
16mm, sound-color films, 


Film Department 


The Bible Institute of Los Angeles 
P, O, Box 9, Gardena, Calif. 


HRISTIAN 


5,000°"*!5"'*" WANTED 


to sell Bibles, Christian books, Scrip- 
ture mottoes, calendars, greeting cards, 
stationery, napkins and novelties, Hand- 
some profits. Send for free catalogue 
and price list. 

George W. Noble, The Christian Co. 
Dept. 5W, Pontiac Bldg., Chicago 5, Ill. 


NEW SHEET MUSIC 


“tJ Found the Answer” “I Am Not Alone” 
(as recorded by George Beverly Shea) and 
many other favorites, such as “Somebody 
Bigger Than “You and I,” “I Asked the 
Lord,”’ “He’s Only a Prayer Away.” Write 
for catalog of latest sacred sheet music 
and choral arrangements today. 


BULLS-EYE MUSIC INC. 
6526 Selma Ave., Hollywood 28, Calif. 


Complete 
WORSHIP FOLDER 


Service 


We can supply you with 
@ Christ-centered Every Sunday bul- 
letins 
Attractive duotone folders with dif- 
ferent color each Sunday. 

All special Sundays ; 
Four multicolored folders per year 
® Mimeograph or Spirit Duplicator stock 

® Imprint Service 
@ Personalized folders 
One, two or multicolor folders 
Special offer for complete service 
Write today for samples 


CATHEDRAL FOLDERS 


NDS OF SWORD READERS 


Box 106, Dept. SL, Brainerd, Minnesota 
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When father prays he doesn’t use 
The words the preacher does; 
There’s different things for differ- 

ent days, 
But mostly it’s for us. 


When father prays the house is 
still, 
His voice is slow and deep. 
We shut our eyes, the clock ticks 
“loud, 
So quiet we must keep. 


He prays that we may be good 
boys, 
And later on good men; 
And then we squirm, and think we 
won't 
Have any quarrels again.. 


You’d never think, to look at Dad, 
He once had tempers, too. 

I guess if father needs to pray, 
We youngsters surely do. 


Sometimes the prayer gets very 
, long 
And hard to understand, 
And then I wiggle up quite close, 
And let him hold my hand. 


I can’t remember all of it, 
I’m little yet, you see; 

But one thing I cannot forget, 
My father prays for me! 


_—Author Unknown. 
From Jnspirational & Devotional Verse 
Compiled by Dr. Bob Jones, Jr. 
NP eet erratic ct Pat at ata amet Po, 
None preaches better than the 


ant, and she says nothing.— 
Franklin. | 
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ND BIG VALUES IN LITTLE SPACE 
7 
When Father Prays 


Finish HIGH SCHOOL uShe ) 
Complete 4 Yrs. ‘in 12 Months 


Learn More! Eorn More! Enter professional or 
technical schools. Advance Socially. Live a Hape 
pier, Fuller Life. Individual Courses or complete 
schedule. WRITE FOR SCHOOL BULLETIN, 
ACADEMY FOR ADULTS __. 

30 W. Washington: Dept. SL-29a, Chicago 2, Ilinofs 


CALVARY 


By Harry Rimmer, D.D. 
A condensation into one volume of the first 
three books of THE CALVARY SERIES 
by Dr. Harry Rimmer, It preserves for 
the reader the keen and provocative studies 
of the author as*:well as challenging the 
reader to fulfill God's, plan for him. An 
excellent answer to one .who asks, “‘Why 
did Jesus die?’’ est % $3.00 
BERNE WITNESS, IN€:,. Berné;> Ind. 
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Big savings to members. e 
cordings by leading 
artists, Also, King James New 
Testament on records. 

WRITE TODAY for details. 


RECORD LIBRARY CLUB 
5612 Knox South, Dept. S, Minneapolis 19, Minn. 


THE QUICK PIC 
LITERATURE RACK 


* Clear Plexiglas com- 

partments for com- 
plete visibility. 
* 24 standard 
counter, 


sizes, 
and 
leg stand types. 

* Arrayed in six pastel 
colors. 

* For complete infor- 
mation write for de- 
seriptive folder. 
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